What are the conditions that support the acquisition of

collaborative skills in the foreign language classroom?

PhD Student : Carole Delforge

Objectives : Analysing and understanding situations of collaboration between pupils in a lower foreign language classroom, in which
collaborative skills are mobilised and can be developed by :

v identifying pupils’ collaboratives activities

v’ identifying the conditions in a classroom and the conditions related to collaboration that influence collaboration.
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« the skills that make pupils "capable of
operating critically and creatively,
autonomously and socially in the media
environment » (Fastrez & De Smedt, 2012)

« A set of skills required by 21st century
individuals to use digital tools to support the
achievement of goals in their life situations. »
(Fu, 2013)

A qualitative and inductive methodology
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4 interative phases
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Reformulation

Criteria (evolution over the phases)

/

e Joint production by several pupils
Using as least one digital tool
End of primary/secondary school

Teacher : semi-structured
interview before and after the
project.

Pupils : interview (1 pupil/group),
production, audio recordings of
interactions within each group of
pupils.

Class : video from the whole
activity

* Collaboration script
* Transcription of verbal
interactions and interviews

Pupils’ collaborative activities
Teaching material, instructional
design

Teacher’s activities

* Formulation of temporary
results : working hypotheses
for the following phases.

 Reformulation of the question

 Method adaptation

Theoretical frameworks

The technology used in class is a / L
medium : as a technical,
informational, and social object.
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Using media requires specific skills:
learning to collaborate.

Educational \

sciences

Collaborative learning

In the context of foreign language
learning in secondary education
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Stage 3

Results at this point

ﬁ 9 projects
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Pupils’ collaborative activities

47 groups
138 pupils

Dimensions

Activities

Description

Coordination

Establishing the rules of
collaboration

Collaboration method, rules

Distributing the tasks

Allocation of sub-tasks for
each member

Negotiating the general
content

Negotiating the topic of the

production

Adjusting the rules to

Change of strategies (tasks,

. , achieve the tasks content, ...)
Articulation R oviow T modifving th
Feedback ewewmg and modifying the
production
Product.ion Negotiating the content Language jcask: focus on form
(collective, and meaning
individual) | Task implementation Performing the task

Conditions to develop collaborative skills

(

physical/cognitive accessibility

Digital media and their

)

[ Pupils ’ work habits ]

own skills

[ Instructional design ] L

Pupils ’ perception of thei

r} [ Groups dynamics j
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Societal issue

Highlighting the skills and activities that take place during a collaborative
classroom activity
Confronting theoretical frameworks with school reality and adapting and
complementing them

To better understand how group work takes place in the classroom, how
pupils’' media and digital literacy develop in the context of collaborative

classroom work with digital media.

=» Can be used in teachers’ training
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