
THEO1170 Theological ethics

[60h] 4 credits

This course is taught in the 1st and 2nd semester

Teacher(s): Eric Gaziaux
Language: French
Level: First cycle

Aims

On completion of this course, the student should be able to:
(1) Perceive the significance of ethical questioning in theology;
(2) Reflect on the contribution of a theological reflection to ethics;
(3) Imagine the main stages constitutive of the ethical approach;
(4) Tackle theological texts about ethics with a critical mind.

Main themes

To help students meet these objectives, the course addresses the following themes:
(1) Definition and specificity of moral theology, as well as its relationships with the other divisions of theology and human
sciences;
(2) Relationships between faith and reason, and the question of human freedom within God' s salvation project;
(3) Autonomy of ethics, specificity of a Christian ethics, and the contribution of faith to moral reflection.
The course also attempts to introduce students to a critical reading approach.

Content and teaching methods

Content: After an introduction defining the concepts of theology and fundamental moral theology, the course sets out an
historical survey (from Christian Antiquity through to the current period) on the evolution of moral theology (Chap. 1). This
survey makes it possible to identify methodological problems specific to ethics (Chap. 2) and to recognise the relevance of
certain atheist critics of Christian ethics (Chap. 3). Such critics can then be the foundations of a theological reflection starting
with the outline of its framework, especially through the concepts of Creation, Alliance and Salvation (Chap. 4), further
revisiting the concepts of nature and freedom (as well as other important themes, such as law, desire, etc. (Chap. 5), ending
with the question of the specificity of Christian ethics (Chap. 6). The last chapter concentrates on a reflection on the
components of the ethical approach.
Method: The course attempts to link and compare and contrast specifically theological categories with "secular" categories
with a view to introducing students to a theological way of thinking.
Though the method is lecture format teaching, it should be noted that specific themes can be addressed or inserted into some
chapters to meet students' expectations.

Other information (prerequisite, evaluation (assessment methods), course materials recommended readings,
...)

Prerequisite : nothing
Evaluation: Oral examination
Support: A structure of the course is given to the students ; texts are also read together with certain meetings.

Programmes in which this activity is taught

RELI2/PS Licence en sciences religieuses (pour des licenciés d'autres
disciplines)
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Other credits in programs

RELI21/PS Première licence en sciences religieuses (pour des licenciés
d'autres disciplines)

(4 credits) Mandatory

THEO11BA Première année de bachelier en théologie (4 credits) Mandatory
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