
RELI2052 Knowledge of God and Atheism

[30h] 3 credits

This two-yearly course is taught in 2006-2007, 2008-2009,...

Teacher(s): Emilio Brito Y Lanzada
Language: French
Level: Second cycle

Aims

The students learn to develop theologically questions about the existence and the nature of God, to elucidate the relationship
between the so-called natural knowledge of God and Christian faith in God, and to pay attention to the objections of atheism
towards faith in God.

Main themes

The course focuses on the main lines of a rational presentation of the affirmation of the existence of God, makes the Christian
idea of an incomprehensible and ineffable God explicit, counters Protestant contestation of "natural theology," examines
various forms of negation of God in modern atheism, and presents different ways in which theology confronts them.

Content and teaching methods

The course has four sections. The first studies the Protestant critique of natural theology and the doctrine of Vatican Council I.
The second examines ways of affirming the existence of God by reason as well as their foundations. The third section exposes
the various types of modern atheism (atheism in the name of the autonomy of Nature, atheistic humanism and Nietzschean
atheism).The fourth section proposes a theological consideration of atheism.
Method: The course combines historical exposé and critical discernment of positions encountered.

Other information (prerequisite, evaluation (assessment methods), course materials recommended readings,
...)

Evaluation : oral examination
Support : contents and bibliography

Programmes in which this activity is taught

RELI2/BA Licence en sciences religieuses (programme de base)
RELI2/PS Licence en sciences religieuses (pour des licenciés d'autres

disciplines)
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