
Study at 
KU Leuven





A Belgian university in the heart of Europe
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Inviting university cities
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Campus Leuven (main)
20 minutes by train from Brussels
100,000 inhabitants and 40,000 students
Small historical city center with traditional buildings

Campus Brussels

Capital of Belgium
Over 180 nationalities

Campus at 5-minute walk from Central Station
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A shared history
with UC Louvain

Founded in 1425
~ 600 years of university history

“One of the worlds oldest universities”

• 3 Nobel laureates (1909, 1958, 1974)

• Influential alumni with the inventor of the
• Mercator World Map Projection (Gerard Mercator)
• Big Bang Theory (Georges Lemaître)
• Shazam Music app (Philip Inghelbrecht)



A highly ranked university
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#1 
in the Reuters World Ranking of Most 
Innovative Universities in Europe

#42
in the Times Higher Education 
World University Ranking

#70
in the QS World University Ranking

*Last updated: March 2022

#87
in the ARWU Shanghai Ranking 



Europe’s most innovative university
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REUTERS TOP 10
Most innovative universities worldwide

1 Stanford University USA

2 Massachusetts Institute of Technology – MIT       USA

3 Harvard University USA

4 University of Pennsylvania USA

5 University of Washington USA

6 University of North Carolina Chapel Hill USA

7   KU Leuven Belgium

8 University of Southern California USA

9 Cornell University USA

10 Imperial College London UK

OUR DISCOVERIES ADDRESS REAL-WORLD PROBLEMS, 
TRULY CHANGING PEOPLE’S LIVES FOR THE BETTER

VALUABLE
CONTRIBUTIONS

TO SOCIETY

KU Leuven’s approach to clinical
research is built on exemplary
collaboration between KU Leuven
researchers and doctors from
University Hospitals Leuven.

€ 532 million
in research expenditures

6,386
PhD

researchers

7,988
researchers 
& professors

*Last updated: July 2021



KU Leuven: a catalyst for innovation
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The world’s leading 
anti-HIV drug

Experimental 
hearing implant 
succeeds in 
registering brain 
waves

Trismegistos+, a 
digital pioneer in 
ancient history

Secure 
smartphones, pc, 
and internet 
infrastructure

3D printing lays the 
foundation for a 
new range of 
diagnostic tests



An international university with global reach
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INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS12,577

NATIONALITIES

+140

INCOMING
EXCHANGE
STUDENTS1,787 OUTGOING

EXCHANGE
STUDENTS1,441

62
UNIVERSITY-WIDE

AGREEMENTS

>2,300
FACULTY

AGREEMENTS

>50
PROGRAMME
AGREEMENTS

*Last updated: July 2021



Research-driven education

TOP RESEARCHERS AS 
TEACHERS

NEWEST TECHNOLOGY

INTERDISCIPLINARY 
APPROACH

STIMULATING 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

RELEVANT GUEST 
LECTURES

ADVANCED FACILITIES
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A global impact and 
engagement
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KU Leuven stimulates social engagement
• Supported community of engaged students, staff members

and alumni

A sustainable future
• A student-led Green Office supported by our staff members of

the Sustainability Office



COACHING
• Advice and coaching
• Locations
• Kick Challenge
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SKILLS
• Product innovation project (PiP)
• Learning Garage
• KICK Academy

Encouraging entrepreneurship
KU Leuven Kick is the one-stop shop for 
students, researchers, professors and alumni 
of KU Leuven who have questions related to 
entrepreneurial skills and entrepreneurship
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DISCOVER OUR 
PROGRAMMES



Educational structure
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Academic bachelor programme
180 SP

Master programme
60 SP / 120 SP

Advanced master programme (Manama)
60 SP / 120 SP

PhD programme
+/- 4 years

Postgraduate certificate
min. 20 SP

Bachelor 
UC Louvain

Master 
UC Louvain



Educational structure
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General structure

• Credit system ‘Diplomaruimte’:
• Model trajectory & tolerance credits
• Deliberation at the end of the programme instead of at the end of each year

• Language
• Dutch programmes
• English programmes

• Academic year
• 2 semesters
• 2 + 1 exam periods



Master programmes 
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UC Louvain

All master programmes are 120 ECTS credits

KU Leuven

Master programmes can be 1 year (60 ECTS), 2 years (120 ECTS) or in case of 
medicine 3 years (180 ECTS). 



Academic year
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A comprehensive university
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15
FACULTIES BACHELOR DEGREES

48
6

(DUTCH)

(ENGLISH)

138
72
1

(DUTCH)

(ENGLISH)

(FRENCH)

19
23
(DUTCH)

(ENGLISH)

1
(SPANISH)

MASTER DEGREES ADVANCED MASTERS

*Last updated: March 2022



BIOMEDICAL SCIENCESSCIENCE, ENGINEERING & 
TECHNOLOGYHUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES

• Science
• Engineering Science
• Bioscience Engineering
• Engineering Technology
• Architecture

• Medicine
• Pharmaceutical Sciences
• Movement and Rehabilitation Sciences

• Institute of Philosophy
• Theology and Religious Studies
• Law
• Economics and Business
• Social Sciences
• Arts
• Psychology and Educational Sciences
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A comprehensive university: 15 faculties



BIOMEDISCHE WETENSCHAPPENWETENSCHAPPEN & TECHNOLOGIEHUMANE WETENSCHAPPEN

• Wetenschappen
• Ingenieurswetenschappen
• Bio-ingenieurswetenschappen
• Industriële Ingenieurswetenschappen
• Architectuur

• Geneeskunde
• Farmaceutische Wetenschappen
• Bewegings- en Revalidatiewetenschappen

• Hoger Instituut voor Wijsbegeerte
• Theologie en Religiewetenschappen
• Rechten
• Economie en Bedrijfswetenschappen
• Sociale Wetenschappen
• Letteren
• Psychologie en Pedagogische 

Wetenschappen
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48 bachelor & 138 master opleidingen (NL)
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Bachelor of 
Engineering 
Technology

Bachelor of 
Business 

Engineering

Bachelor of 
Business 

Administration

Bachelor of 
European Studies

SAT Mathematics Lvl 2 
Test with min. 700

Exceptions:                    
EB/IB diploma, GCE

IELTS: > 6.5                          
(sub score 5.5) 

TOEFL: iBT > 90                    
(sub score 20)

SAT Mathematics Lvl 2 
Test with min. 560

Exceptions:                     
EB/IB diploma, GCE

IELTS: > 6.5                          
(sub score 5.5) 

TOEFL: iBT > 90                  
(sub score 20)

SAT Mathematics Lvl 2 
Test with min. 700

Exceptions:             
EB/IB diploma, GCE

IELTS: > 6.5                          
(sub score 5.5) 

TOEFL: iBT > 80                   
(sub score 19)

Degree of sec. 
education

IELTS: > 6.5

TOEFL: iBT > 90

CEE: > 176               
(sub score > 169)

Bachelor of 
Theology and 

Religious Studies

Bachelor of 
Philosophy

Motivation letter

CV

Written assignment

IELTS: > 6,5 - 7 

TOEFL iBT: > 79-80

Reading and writing 
assignment

IELTS: > 6.5 

TOEFL iBT: > 90                 
(sub score 18)

6 English Bachelor programmes



BIOMEDICAL SCIENCESSCIENCE, ENGINEERING & 
TECHNOLOGYHUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES

72 English Master programmes

• Science
• Engineering Science
• Bioscience Engineering
• Engineering Technology
• Architecture

• Medicine (limited)
• Movement and Rehabilitation Sciences

• Institute of Philosophy
• Theology and Religious Studies
• Law & Canon Law
• Economics and Business
• Social Sciences
• Arts
• Psychology and Educational Sciences
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BIOMEDICAL SCIENCESSCIENCE, ENGINEERING & 
TECHNOLOGYHUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES

23 English Advanced Master programmes

• Science
• Engineering Science
• Engineering Technology

• Medicine (limited)
• Movement and Rehabilitation Sciences

• Law & Canon Law
• Economics and Business
• Social Sciences
• Arts
• Psychology and Educational Sciences

23



PhD Degrees

DOCTORAL SCHOOL OF 
HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES

DOCTORAL SCHOOL OF 
BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES

ARENBERG DOCTORAL SCHOOL 
OF SCIENCE, ENGINEERING & 

TECHNOLOGY

THREE DOCTORAL SCHOOLS
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Admission requirements (English programmes)

KU Leuven complies with Flemish government legislation 
regarding admissions to higher education in order to 
guarantee the legitimacy of its diplomas. 
• Equal opportunity of access to higher education 

for qualified students who have obtained a requisite 
Flemish diploma. 

• In principle, KU Leuven applies the same policy 
to students who have obtained their diplomas 
elsewhere, although some additional requirements 
designed to maximise their chances of success may 
be prescribed.
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Admission requirements (English programmes)

PROFICIENCY IN ENGLISH:
IELTS MIN 6.5 – TOEFL IBT MIN. 79

OTHER CONDITIONS:                          
VARIES BY PROGRAMME, FOR EXAMPLE GMAT/GRE TESTS MIGHT
BE REQUIRED
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* The admission requirements vary by programme.
All information about the programmes, including information
about the admission requirements, can be found in the in the
programme guide or programme websites.



Admission requirements (Dutch programmes)
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The admission requirements vary by programme.
All information about the programmes, including
information about the admission requirements, can be
found on the programme sheets in the programme
guide.

Requirements:
• PROFICIENCY IN DUTCH:

Min req. level: B2 (or C1)
Mandatory ITNA-test or min. 1 year ed. In Dutch
Optional language courses

• OTHER CONDITIONS:
Mandatory tests (“ijkingstoets”)
Medicine and dentistry



Admission deadlines
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Bachelor’s and (advanced) Master’s Programmes:
No strict deadlines, but advised to apply as soon as
possible ~ applications on a rolling basis

Advised data
! Non-EEA citizens: 1 March

! EEA citizens: 1 June

PhD Programmes
There is no application deadline
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LIFE AT KU LEUVEN



Study costs
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Tuition fees
Public funding for all national
and international students

Real cost per student > €10,000 / year (excl. tuition fees)

" Tuition fees KU Leuven: between € 960,90 / year
" Fees depend on the programme and EU-nationality.

Some advanced masters have higher tuition fees

Check www.kuleuven.be/tuitionfees

http://www.kuleuven.be/tuitionfees


Cost of living
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Country City Student accommodation average / month
Belgium Leuven, Brussels € 350 / month                     € 4,200 / year
France Paris € 830 / month                     € 10,000 / year
Germany Berlin € 750 / month                     € 9,000 / year
United Kingdom Oxford € 950 / month                     £ 9,500 / year
Netherlands Amsterdam € 550 / month                     € 6,600 / year
United States National average € 670 / month                     $ 9,000 / year

Affordable cost of living in Belgium
• Housing
• Public transport
• Food
• Study materials
• Social security



Accommodations: dorms in Flanders

32

UNIVERSITY DORMSPRIVATE ACCOMODATIONS

• Small scale
• 3 to 10 students
• Large variety
• Variable rates
• Shared common areas

• Large scale 
• More than 100 students
• Similar rooms
• Fixed rates
• Shared common areas



Language
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Excellent location to speak and learn English

• Flanders in top 10 of regions ranked by spoken English skills
• People speak and understand English in shops, bars, cinemas…
• Large international community of students, expats, migrants etc.
• Large number of international companies and jobs

Opportunity to learn Dutch

• During your programme
and/or in your social life

• Multilingualism asset on the
job market



Student services
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Support in self development
• Online modules
• Workshops and training

Student services office at each campus
We are here for you with information, advice and tips on your student life.
KU Leuven Stuvo, your one stop for student services.

Support when and where needed
• Health & well-being
• Welcome activities
• Student counselling
• Housing, food, transportation, money matters…
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EXPLORE YOUR 
OPTIONS



Yearly Online 
Open Day
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Discover our programmes

• Talk to students & staff
• Get more details about each of

our programmes
• Chat with our admission officers



Ontdek onze website (NL)
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Explore our website (English)
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Basic information available in:

Where to start

• Prospective students
• Life at KU Leuven
• How to apply

• English
• Dutch
• French
• German 
• Spanish

• Chinese
• Japanese
• Arabic
• Russian



Information rudimentaire en français
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Découvre

• Etudier
• Introduction
• Pourquoi KU Leuven
• Droits d’inscription et financement
• L’enseignement supérieur
• Vie étudiante
• Postuler et commencer
• Recherche



Talk to our student ambassadors
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Almost 150 student ambassadors
available!

You can ask questions about student
life in Belgium, life at KU Leuven or
more information about a specific
course or programme…



Contact us with your questions
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Admissions

General questions
internationalprogrammes@kuleuven.be

mailto:internationalprogrammes@kuleuven.be
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www.kuleuven.be
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www.facebook.com/kuleuven

@kuleuven

@KU_Leuven

www.youtube.com/kuleuven

www.linkedin.com/school/ku_leuven


