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Society and Environment

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q2

Teacher(s) Zitouni Benedikte ;

Language : English

Place of the course Bruxelles Saint-Louis

Prerequisites The prerequisite(s) for this Teaching Unit (Unité d’enseignement – UE) for the programmes/courses that offer this Teaching Unit
are specified at the end of this sheet.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :
The course aims at getting a better understanding of today's environmental problems and their socio-political
implications. For the environment involves societal stakes and political claims that are arresting and even difficult to
grasp, let stand to resolve. That's why the course explores the classics, texts, theories and research that helped to
disclose the social and political nature of the environment. This should enable students to better find their bearings
in today's debate and analysis in environmental affairs.

Evaluation methods Open-book oral exam.

Teaching methods Active use of articles i.e. compulsory reading material during the exam. If possible, invited lecturers durinf teh
semester.

Content During the course, we’ll look at the ways in which social sciences have tackled and studied environmental
questions for over a century. More particularly, we’ll look at four different theoretical perspectives still active today:
Neo-Marxism (a.o. David Harvey, Mike Davis) ; Human Ecology (a.o. Jarred Diamond, Donna Haraway); Post-
Cybernetics (a.o. James Lovelock, Lynn Margulis); and Deep Ecology (a.o. Arne Naess). For each perspective,
we’ll present a brief historical outline, texts and authors as well as some of the emblematic empirical cases these
authors bring to our attention. We’ll also touch upon the affinities between the theoretical endeavours and current
or past political movements. Overall, we’ll try and assess the possibilities and limitations as well as the kind of
conversations each perspective can offer.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Bachelor in Law DROB1BA 5 BDROI1124

Bachelor in Law French-English

(and French-English-Dutch)
DRAB1BA 5 BDRAN1165

Bachelor in Law French-Dutch

(and French-Dutch-English)
DRNB1BA 5 EMHUB1120

Bachelor in Information and

Communication
COMB1BA 5 BESPO1162 OR BESPO1160

Bachelor in Information and

Communication (French-

English)

COAB1BA 5 BESPO1165 OR BESPO1160

Bachelor in Information and

Communication (French-Dutch-

English)

COTB1BA 5 BESPO1161 OR BESPO1165

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology
SOCB1BA 5 BESPO1162 OR BESPO1160

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology (French-English)
SOAB1BA 5 BESPO1165 OR BESPO1160

Bachelor in Political Sciences SPOB1BA 5 BESPO1162 OR BESPO1160

Bachelor in Political Sciences

(French-English)
SPAB1BA 5 BESPO1165 OR BESPO1160

Bachelor in Translation

and Interpreting [Filière en

communication interculturelle]

TIMB1BA 5
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