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Contemporary History

5.00 credits 30.0 h + 11.0 h Q2

Teacher(s) Piret Bérengère ;

Language : French

Place of the course Bruxelles Saint-Louis

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :
The overall objective of this course is to provide a series of points of reference and keys for reflection on the history
of Europe and its relations with the rest of the world during the 20th century. It should allow students to:

1° acquire basic factual knowledge and understanding of European History during this period;

2° develop in-depth knowledge of specific historical events and relevant historical personalities of European history
during this period;

3° develop a critical reflection on the geopolitical and international issues, on the one hand, and political and social
issues of European history during this period, on the other;

4° synthesize and criticize documentary sources related to thematic case studies.

Evaluation methods A written examination (2h) on topics developed during the lectures and on the required reading.

An essay based on the seminars and personal research

Teaching methods The course consists of ex-cathedra presentations and seminars on selected issues.

Presentation material (slides) will be made available. Personal notes taken during the lectures are required and
individual reading of a reference book (or part of it) is strongly needed.

Content The course provides an overview of the key historical and political events and evolutions that shaped the Twentieth
Century. The course begins by detailing WWI, the events leading up to the Second World War and the emergence
of a bipolar world.

The seminars are dedicated to the analysis of historical sources – films, documents, testimonies – to deepen the
lectures
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Bachelor in History HISB1BA 5

Bachelor in Information and

Communication
COMB1BA 5

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology
SOCB1BA 5

Bachelor in Political Sciences SPOB1BA 5

Bachelor in Philosophy [Dual

Bachelor’s degree for the holder

of a Bachelor in Economics and

Management]

FILB1BA 5

https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2023/en-prog-2023-hisb1ba.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2023/en-prog-2023-hisb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2023/en-prog-2023-comb1ba.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2023/en-prog-2023-comb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2023/en-prog-2023-socb1ba.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2023/en-prog-2023-socb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2023/en-prog-2023-spob1ba.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2023/en-prog-2023-spob1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2023/en-prog-2023-filb1ba.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2023/en-prog-2023-filb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

