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bcomu1317
2023

Public space, knowledge and media

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q2

Teacher(s) Dufrasne Marie ;

Language : French

Place of the course Bruxelles Saint-Louis

Prerequisites The prerequisite(s) for this Teaching Unit (Unité d’enseignement – UE) for the programmes/courses that offer this Teaching Unit
are specified at the end of this sheet.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :
This course aims to:

- analyse the different relationships that constitute the public space, between the field of knowledge, the media
and the political field.

- decipher the growing interdependencies between science, media, economics and politics.

- understand the specific dynamics that govern these relationships, using several key concepts from philosophy,
general sociology, media sociology, sociology of science, history of science, and information and communication
sciences.

- illustrate these themes through media examples.

The course will therefore cover a series of theoretical resources essential for such an analysis, and then propose
examples of concrete applications to contemporary social, cultural and economic phenomena.

Evaluation methods The evaluation consists of 6 parts:

During the course weeks

1) Reading and presentation of the exploitation of one of the 12 scientific articles (one common mark per small
group representing 20% of the final mark)

2) The reading of two texts and the production of collaborative slides during the session (one common mark per
small group representing 10% of the final mark).

3) The viewing of a conference and the elaboration of a web (newspaper) (one common mark per small group
representing 10% of the final mark)

During the session

4) An individual written work of application of the subject to a case for the examination (30%)

5) Oral defence of the examination work and the answer to two questions on the work-related subject matter (20%
of the final mark)

6) Discussion of the work of a peer (10% of the final grade)

All the instructions are explained during the session and in writing on Moodle. All productions must be submitted to
the plagiarism detector (see instructions and link on Moodle). Any plagiarism will be severely punished as stipulated
in the RGEE.

As provided for in the implementing provisions of the General Regulations for Studies and Examinations for the
ESPO Faculty (Article 6 § 2), unjustified failure to submit any genuine work within the deadline may result in a
final mark of 0/20 for the EU.

In the case of registration for the second session, the evaluation will be distributed as follows:

1) An analytical press review work on public space (20% of the final mark)

2) An individual written work on the application of the subject matter to a case for the examination (50% of the
final mark)

3) Oral defence of examination work and answering questions on work-related subject matter (30% of the final
mark)

The workload will of course be adapted to match the workload required of students during the quadrimester and
for the first session.

Teaching methods The teacher's presentations will be made on the basis of slides. The presentations are accompanied by a
highlighting of the concepts through the analysis of external resources (extracts from radio or TV programmes,
documentaries, photos, videos, press articles). These external resources, being fully integrated into the course,
will be an integral part of the subject matter (and are available on Moodle).

The teaching system is intended to be participatory, and the presence and involvement of students is therefore
desirable. Part of the evaluation takes place on an ongoing basis during the course sessions: reading and
presentation of scientific articles, creation of collaborative slides based on the course and textual resources, viewing
of documentaries and analyses, creation of a thematic dossier (based on the subject matter) for a web newspaper,
participation in a serious game, etc. All the detailed instructions will be explained during the session and will be
available on Moodle. A detailed schedule of activities is also available on Moodle.
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Content 1) The notion of public space

- Habermas and his critics

- The communicative approach to public space

2) The role of the media in the public space

- Visibility and interaction

- Freedom of expression and debate

- Internet as a public space?

- Fake news, the post-truth

- Big data, recommendation algorithms, filter bubbles, etc.

3) Public space and scientific knowledge

- The (m)knowledge society

- The communication of science in the public space

- The responsibility of intellectuals in the public space

- Experts in the public space
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Bachelor in Human and Social

Sciences
HUSO1BA 5

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology
SOCA1BA 5

Minor in Sociology and

Anthropology
MINSOCA 5

Bachelor in Information and

Communication
COMB1BA 5 BPOLS1110

Bachelor in Information and

Communication (French-

English)

COAB1BA 5 BPOLS1114

Bachelor in Information and

Communication (French-Dutch-

English)

COTB1BA 5 BPOLS1110

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology
SOCB1BA 5 BPOLS1110

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology (French-English)
SOAB1BA 5 BPOLS1114

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology (French-Dutch-

English)

SOTB1BA 5 BPOLS1110

Bachelor in Political Sciences SPOB1BA 5 BPOLS1110

Bachelor in Political Sciences

(French-English)
SPAB1BA 5 BPOLS1114

https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2023/en-prog-2023-huso1ba.html
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