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bcomu1250
2023

Media reception and media use

5.00 credits 30.0 h + 14.0 h Q1

Teacher(s) Patriarche Geoffroy ;

Language : French

Place of the course Bruxelles Saint-Louis

Prerequisites The prerequisite(s) for this Teaching Unit (Unité d’enseignement – UE) for the programmes/courses that offer this Teaching Unit
are specified at the end of this sheet.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :
1. To identify and understand the main theoretical and conceptual frameworks of user studies and reception

studies, from both the Francophone and Anglophone traditions, including recent developments related to digital
media.

2. To apply in-depth reading and comprehension skills to scientific texts on media and communication.
3. To carry out a problematization work that meets the requirements and methods of the social sciences.

Evaluation methods The assessment method includes an individual exam, which weights for 60% of the final grade, and a sub-group
paper consisting in a problematization of a research question, which weights for 40% of the final grade. The
weighting remains the same no matter whether the teaching unit I organized face-to-face or at a distance.

The exam covers the content of the lectures and the texts discussed in the seminar sessions.

In a face-to-face situation, the exam is written and include two parts. The first part focuses on the lectures and
include closed and open-ended questions (theoretical and “practical”). No material is allowed. The second part
focused on the scientific articles that have been discussed during the seminar sessions. Certain questions may
ask the student to elaborate on the links between the texts, or between the texts and the lectures. For this part, the
students may have with them a copy of the texts and their personal notes on these. Any other material is prohibited.

In distant mode, the exam is also written but only includes open-ended questions (theoretical and “practical”).
Certain questions may ask the student to elaborate on the links between the texts, or between the texts and the
lectures. The students will be allowed to use all their course material (course notes provided by the professor,
personal notes, resources available on Moodle). They can also have with them a copy of the texts and their personal
notes on these. Any other material is prohibited.

The group assignment consists in problematizing a research question. 3/4 of the grade is dedicated to the written
work and 1/4 of the grade to the oral presentation. This weighting remains the same no matter whether the course
is organized face-to-face or at a distance. The group assignment that is considered as ineligible due to serious
deficiencies is given a mark of 0/20.

The grade for the group assignment is given according to the following distribution: 3/4 of the points for the paper
and 1/4 of the points for the oral presentation. The evaluation of the assignment does not change depending on
whether it is done face-to-face or at a distance. Work considered ineligible due to serious deficiencies will be
awarded a mark of 0/20.

The group assignment is a personal production. The rules of citation and referencing must be strictly followed. The
use of generative AI is accepted as long as it is occasional, limited and explicitly stated. Any part of the work that
relies on generative AI must be clearly identified by a footnote specifying which generative AI tool was used and
how it was used in the part concerned.

In the case of a failure in January, the student must re-submit the failed component(s) in the second session (the
seminar mark is aggregated). If a seminar component is not performed, this automatically results in a 0/20 for the
final mark (the marks for the components that were performed are kept provided that they are passed). Similarly,
a failed exam will result in a mark of 0/20 in January, with the points from the continuous assessment (seminar)
being kept as they are for the second session if the seminar is passed.

More specifically, if the student is required to re-submit the seminar in the second session, and if the oral
presentation is successful, the points for the oral presentation will be kept as they are and will be taken into account
when resubmitting the paper in the second session. On the other hand, if the paper is to be resubmitted in the
second session, the “copy visit” will be the only chance for students to receive feedback on their work. It is therefore
strongly encouraged that students who failed the seminar attend the “copy visit”.

Class attendance is checked for the seminar sessions (even at a distance). The student who is absent for a non-
justified or “non-legitimate” reason more than twice will get a 0/20 as a final grade for the entire teaching unit in
January.

In the case of late arrival (after 1/11), it will no longer be possible for the student to join a sub-group for the first
session (this is in order to guarantee the active participation of students in the seminar and the smooth running of
the sub-group work). After this date, the student will automatically get a mark of 0/20 for the "seminar section" (and
therefore also for the final mark), the evaluation of which will be postponed to the second session (this does
not prevent the student from attending the exam). Attendance at the seminar is not taken into account for the
September session.
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Teaching methods This teaching unit is composed of lectures and seminar sessions.

During the lectures, the professor elaborates on the course content using visual presentations. Several discussion
or application activities are organized as well. The lectures are recorded in order to 'help out' the students who are
unable to attend any of the sessions for a legitimate reason (illness, work commitment, etc.).

For the seminar, the students work in sub-groups of 3 or 4 members. The seminar is dedicated to:

- reading in depth a selection of scientific texts. Guiding questions are provided and the texts are discussed in class
(at a distance if it is required by the sanitary situation). At least one exam question relates to the texts;

- elaborating a problematization of an initial question related to media/ICT use or reception (to be determined
according to the guidelines provided by the teaching assistant). The work in progress is presented orally to the
class group and followed by a discussion time (at a distance if it is required by the sanitary situation).

As course material, the students have at their disposal course notes provided by the professor, the visual
presentations used for the lectures, detailed guidelines regarding the problematization work, and a copy of the
mandatory texts that are the focus of the seminar. The teaching unit is also present on Moodle

Content The teaching unit goes in depth into a series of theoretical and conceptual frameworks of user studies and reception
studies, including recent developments in relation to digital media and technologies. The approaches and issues
addressed in this teaching unit revolve around the following conceptions of “media use”:

- media use as motivated and selective exposure to media ;

- media use as text-reader interaction;

- media use as a socially and culturally organised activity;

- media use as participation in a collective experience;

- media use as an identity process;

- media use as intervention in a process of socio-technical innovation.

Inline resources The teaching unit has a course website on Moodle.
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Other infos For the problematization paper, the students may be required to read scientific texts in English, depending on their
research question and the available bibliographic resources.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Bachelor in Information and

Communication
COMB1BA 5 BPOLS1110

Bachelor in Information and

Communication (French-

English)

COAB1BA 5 BPOLS1114

Bachelor in Information and

Communication (French-Dutch-

English)

COTB1BA 5 BPOLS1110

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology
SOCB1BA 5 BPOLS1110

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology (French-English)
SOAB1BA 5 BPOLS1114

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology (French-Dutch-

English)

SOTB1BA 5 BPOLS1110

Bachelor in Political Sciences SPOB1BA 5 BPOLS1110

Bachelor in Political Sciences

(French-English)
SPAB1BA 5 BPOLS1114
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