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lfilo2252
2022

Modern Philosophy (Advanded
Studies)

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q2

Teacher(s) Maesschalck Marc ;Schmutz Jacob ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Prerequisites The course assumes a basic background in the history of philosophy, especially ancient and medieval.

Ability to read texts in French and English.

Main themes The History of Modern Philosophy course will seek to deepen the knowledge of one or more authors or currents
of the period concerned, starting from a given theme or corpus.

The course will pay particular attention to understanding the reasons why European philosophers have called
themselves "modern" since the 16th century, and will question this claim to novelty both in relation to past European
philosophical systems and to non-European cultures in this period of "great discoveries" and nascent globalisation.

The course will pay particular attention to the genesis of the chosen topic and, based on an updated state of
research, will attempt to shed light on this topic and to advance the questions related to it.

The historical scope of the course is from the 16th to the early 19th century and may include both canonical
authors and representatives of an alternative canon, focusing on traditions neglected by mainstream historiography:
scholastic traditions, regional traditions, the contribution of women to modern philosophy, or problems specific
to interculturality (e.g., the dialogue initiated with non-European traditions in modernity, Chinese philosophy in
particular).

The systematic field will not be restrictive, since the course may focus simultaneously or alternatively on problems
of theoretical philosophy or practical philosophy. Particular attention will be paid to research tools and translation
issues.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

1 read, understand and comment on texts from the relevant period;

2
Identify the historical textual sources of a specific philosophical problem and understand the questions of
filiation between authors;

3 evaluate the relevance of a historical argument for our thinking today;

4
critically and reflexively question the constitution of the great historical canons such as ‘rationalism’,
‘empiricism’, ‘Philosophy of the Enlightment’, ‘German idealism’, etc.

5 use specific research tools for modern philosophy: dictionaries, lexicons, directories, main journals;

6 be attentive to the problems posed by the translation of modern philosophical texts;

7 write well-structured papers with well-defined themes, in preparation for the dissertation.

Evaluation methods Students will be asked to write a 10 page on the basis of an author or a subject studied in the course. After emailing
the paper, the student will receive a question on the paper to be prepared for the oral exam.

The student will have approximately 15 min. to present this answer during the oral exam.

The paper may be written in French, English, or Spanish or German, with the professor's agreement.

Students are invited to discuss with the professor the subject on which they would like to write their paper.

Content Ontology and anthropology in German Idealism. Schelling, Hegel, Hölderlin.

Instead of exploring the points of contrast between the idealist philosophers, the goal of this class is to grasp their
shared starting point by studying some of their early works, namely the text from the Athaeneum, often referred to
as the Systemprogramm. The aim is to understand how this shared desire to take part in not just scientific culture
but also in the fields of politics and religion shaped the growing momentum of a new philosophical generation. This
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intellectual movement shared with the romantic and the transcendental school the idea that a critical point had
been reached in the development of knowledge, political institutions and ethical concerns. The texts studied will
allow us to analyze the repercussions of this insight on the transversal search for a new ontology of the common
following the developments of each major author.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Master [60] in Philosophy FILO2M1 5

Master [120] in Philosophy FILO2M 5

Certificat universitaire en

philosophie (approfondissement)
FILA9CE 5
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