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Metaphysics (Advanced Studies)

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q2

Teacher(s) Depré Olivier ;Schmutz Jacob ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes Each year, the course will select two/three particular themes in ancient and contemporary metaphysics, with
particular attention to the continuity or the repetition of classical metaphysical issues in the philosophical
contemporary  panorama.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

1
reflect on certain central themes of metaphysics today in relation to their other interests in philosophy,
science and culture in general;

2 place the metaphysical positions treated in the course in the context of their historical development;

3
deepen, alone or in a group, a philosophical question chosen in connection with the questions addressed
in the course;

4 write a text containing the results of their reflection and make an oral presentation.

Evaluation methods The seminar will be evaluated by a final written work (15 pages) on a theme agreed with the teacher.

A mid-term evaluation will be proposed on the basis of a text analysis, which will be worth 30% of the final grade.

Teaching methods The metaphysics seminar will be given in the form of an explanation of texts, provided to students in advance in
French or English translation. Knowledge of classical languages (Greek, Latin, and Arab) is an advantage, but
not a prerequisite.

Content Genesis and Structures of Classical Metaphysics

Course taught in Q2 2022-23 by Prof. Jacob Schmutz (alternating with Prof. Olivier Depré in 2023-24)

"Metaphysics" is a frightening term: Kant already declared that metaphysics, or the "transcendental philosophy of
the ancients", was over. For fifty years, it has been said that we would be in a "post-metaphysical age" (Jürgen
Habermas); during the interwar period, and in totally opposite political camps, Carnap as well as Heidegger called
for the necessity of "overcoming metaphysics". Today, on the other hand, we see the expression "metaphysics"
springing up again everywhere, with a new analytical taste, especially in Anglophone academia: "metaphysics of
properties", "metaphysics of nature", etc.

What can the history of philosophy teach us about the use of this word, and about the reality of this discipline
which was for a long time the queen of university teaching - in particular in Louvain during the triumphant neo-
thomism of Cardinal Mercier (1851-1926), when all students were obliged to take courses in ontology, general
metaphysics and special metaphysics? In this course, I would like to start again from scratch the history of this
"phantom" word that is metaphysics: phantom, because it was invented by an obscure librarian, Andronicus of
Rhodes, in order to classify works of Aristotle of which he did not know what to do. The constitution of metaphysics
as a specific science was largely a Byzantine and Arabic achievement, before becoming Latin: we will therefore
explain how in the division of the late antique sciences, the very concept of "metaphysics" appeared as a separate
discipline, which always had difficulty in justifying itself in front of logic on the one hand, and physics on the other.
We will then study its various transformations in the Arabic-speaking world (Al-Farabi, Avicenna, Averroes) and the
Latin-speaking world (Thomas Aquinas, John Duns Scotus, John Buridan, Dominic of Flanders, Francisco Suarez).
We will pay particular attention to the different moments of tension: throughout history, there have been multiple
moments when metaphysics seemed in fact a useless science, which could be absorbed into a theory of language
(Averroes, William of Ockham) or into theology (Al-Kindi, Maimonides, and many Arab and Latin neoplatonists).
Finally, we will see how metaphysics is understood in the modern era: we will deconstruct the classic monument
that is the Disputationes metaphysicae of the Spanish Jesuit Francisco Suarez, and we will try to understand how
metaphysics has ended up in a vague psychology during the Enlightenment.

Inline resources A reader of texts, mainly in French (but with English translations generally readily available), will be provided to
students via Moodle.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Master [60] in Philosophy FILO2M1 5

Master [120] in Philosophy FILO2M 5

Certificat universitaire en

philosophie (approfondissement)
FILA9CE 5
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