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lfilo1240
2022

History and Texts of Philosophy of
Modern Times

5.00 credits 45.0 h Q1

Teacher(s) Maesschalck Marc ;Schmutz Jacob ;

Language : French
> English-friendly

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Prerequisites /

Main themes The course is intended as an introduction to the study of texts and doctrines of modern philosophy.

It identifies the main aspects of the history of modern philosophy, its key trends and prominent thinkers, and will
develop students' critical reading of the great works of modern philosophy. Authors studied will include Bacon,
Descartes, Spinoza, Leibniz, Locke, Hume, Kant and Hegel.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

1

By the end of the course, students will be familiar with the major movements and significant writers of
modern philosophy, and will be able to identify its key underlying issues and describe the important ongoing
debates.

They will be able to comment on, analyse and critique one or more major modern philosophy texts and
situate them in the overall context of modern philosophy, from Bacon and Descartes to Hegel.

Evaluation methods Oral final exam, based on pre-distributed questions.

A mid-term written exam will account for 30% of the final grade.

Teaching methods The sessions will be divided into a section dedicated to the explanation of tradition and concepts of early-modern
philosophy and the reading and analysis of relevant passages.

Content Transformations of Knowledge in Early-Modern Philosophy

Course taught this year by Prof. Jacob Schmutz, Q1 2022

Early-modern philosophy is often presented as a new departure, as symbolized by the famous image of a ship
crossing the columns of Hercules on the title page of Francis Bacon's Instauratio magna (1620). During this class,
we will try to evaluate this classical image of early-modern philosophy and try to appreciate what was really new,
and what might well be just old wine in new bottles. We will therefore try to understand early-modern philosophy
by comparing it with late medieval and Renaissance aristotelianism, starting with a study of various texts on the
definition and division of knowledge or science in the seventeenth century. We will look in particular at the changing
status of logic, which was the classical entry door to philosophy, which ceases to be conceived as a formal organon
to become a quasi-psychological theory of mental acts. We will also look at the transformation of the queen of
all sciences, metaphysics, from its classical definition as science of being qua being to its eighteenth century
redefinition as philosophical psychology or science of consciousness. We will be reading key texts chosen from
Bacon, Descartes, Malebranche, Locke and Hume in particular, confronting them to lesser know scholastic authors.
Students will be introduced in the methods of historical research, by looking the material conditions of early-modern
philosophy (lectures, manuscripts, printed works). At the end of this class, students will have developed a complete
cartography of various currents of early-modern philosophy, they will be able to understand the specific tasks of
logic, psychology and metaphysics, and they will be able to provide definitions of important concepts in theory of
knowledge (act of the mind, consciousness, certainty and evidence, idea, abstraction, universals, principles, etc.)
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Other infos English-friendly course: course taught in French but offering facilities in English.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Certificat universitaire en

philosophie (fondements)
FILO9CE 5

Bachelor in Philosophy, Politics

and Economics
PPE1BA 5

Minor in Philosophy MINFILO 5

Bachelor in Philosophy FILO1BA 5

Certificat universitaire en

philosophie (approfondissement)
FILA9CE 5

https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2022/en-prog-2022-filo9ce.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2022/en-prog-2022-filo9ce-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2022/en-prog-2022-ppe1ba.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2022/en-prog-2022-ppe1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2022/en-prog-2022-minfilo.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2022/en-prog-2022-minfilo-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2022/en-prog-2022-filo1ba.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2022/en-prog-2022-filo1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2022/en-prog-2022-fila9ce.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2022/en-prog-2022-fila9ce-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

