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leusl2304
2022

European Union and International
Economics

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q1

Teacher(s) Defraigne Jean-Christophe ;

Language : English

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Prerequisites A course on economics and a course on the European economy.

Main themes This course will analyse the relations between the European Union and the global economy.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

After taking this course, students should have a basic knowledge of

1. The main theoretical concepts and indicators related to international economics.
2. The main stakes and tools of the trade policy.
3. The main stakes and tools specific to the European Union trade policy.
4. The framework of the multilateral trading system.
5. The framework of the governance of the global monetary and financial system.

Evaluation methods The evaluation for this course will consist of two parts. The preparation of readings
and questions and relevant participation during each class accounts for 50% of the
final mark. Writing an essay accounts for the remaining 50% if the final mark.

1) Readings, answering questions and relevant participation during the class  

During the term, each week all students will have to read 80 pages of articles or
chapters and prepare answers to the specific questions related to that week class.
The class will start by the presentation of the answers to the questions of the week
based on the readings. Students will be picked at random to present a question for
five minutes. These answers will account for 40% of the mark, participation will
account for 10% of the mark.

2) The Essay

During the examination session, students will submit one essay of 2000 words in a
list of topics that can be downloaded from the website of the course (moodle). The
essay account for 50% of the final mark. The topic is chosen jointly by the student
and the professor by the end of week 8. The essay (word or PDF format) has to be sent
by e-mail to  jdefraigne@yahoo.com  by the 3rd of January. The essay will be defended
in the oral examination at a date to be set jointly with the professor. The email
address is  jdefraigne@yahoo.com  . The document that contains the essay should be named
following this template (if the template is incorrect, the essay might be lost): Last
name-first name-topic number  For example: defraigne-chris- 4 (if you have chosen the
fourth topic on the list)

Teaching methods Attending and participating to class is compulsory and based on preliminary readings. The required readings
amount to 80 pages a week and reach student needs to prepare answers to a list of questions for each class.
These readings constitute a substantial part of the course. The reading portfolio and the list of questions for each
class is provided to the students at the first lecture of the course. Readings and the content of the lectures will
enable each student to write one essay at the end of the term. Essays will be commented by the professor as to
improve the analytical skills of students of the topics studied in this course. Students will also be given access to
PPT slides and videos related the course.

Content The course looks into the main mechanisms related to international trade and foreign direct investment. It looks
into the strategies of multinational enterprises and their impact on the global value chain. The course will explain
the main tools of trade policies and the main rules of the multilateral trading system. The course will show how
the EU trade policy and European firms operate in the global economy. The course will also introduce the global
monetary and financial system and its impacts on the EU and on the European firms.

https://uclouvain.be/mailto:jdefraigne&#64;yahoo.com
https://uclouvain.be/mailto:jdefraigne&#64;yahoo.com
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Master [120] in European

Studies
EURO2M 5

https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2022/en-prog-2022-euro2m.html
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