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lfilo2250
2021

Advanced Studies in Metaphysics A

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q1

This biannual learning is being organized in 2021-2022

Teacher(s) Depré Olivier ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Prerequisites /

Main themes The course will be devoted to a major theme in German idealism, and refer to a text or set of texts judged
particularly good illustrations of that theme. Beyond the exegetical approach required by this type of text and its
contextualisation within the systematic development of a given major work, the course will attempt to illuminate
the role played by the particular theme studied in the works of various German idealist philosophers insofar as it
leads to differences between their positions.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

1

Upon completion the student will be able to :

- Define major concepts employed by German idealist philosophers;

- Explain various philosophical methods that differentiate one philosopher from another ;

- Interpret in general terms some famously difficult passages with the help of reading hints furnished in
the course.

Evaluation methods Students will be asked to write a 10 page paper to be based off of a reading of one of the proposed texts. After
emailing the paper, the student will receive a question on the paper to be prepared for the oral exam.

The student will have approximately 15 minutes to present this answer during the oral exam.

The paper may be written in French, English, Spanish, or German, with the professor’s agreement.

Content Rather than contrasting idealist philosophers, the goal of this course is to seek out their common starting point,
beginning with the text of Athaeneum that often goes by the name of Systemprogramm, to understand how a
new philosophical generation took off from a shared will to intervene not only in scientific culture but also in the
fields of politics and religion. This generation shares with the romantics and the masters of the transcendental
school the idea that a critical point was reached in the development of knowledge, political institutions and ethical
expectations. The texts to be studied will allow us to analyze the repercussions of this affirmation on the transversal
search for a new ontology of the commons.

In the first step, through a deep analysis of the key moments in Schelling’s writing on freedom (Philosophical
Investigations Into the Essence of Human Freedom), we will see how the problem of human freedom brought
Schelling to elaborate a speculative genesis of spirit, within which he would be forced to recognize a fundamental
opacity, the Grund, coextensive with man and the world.

In a second step, through a reading of the Phenomenology of Spirit, we will try to grasp the way in which Hegel
constructed figures of consciousness through productive work on the constitutive fractures of the subject, namely:
the enunciation of sensory certitude, practical conflict stemming from the plurality con consciousnesses, and the
transcendental illusions particular to religious representations.

Finally, with respect to Hölderlin, we will aim to analyze the poetic form of the idea of a free humanity, namely in his
“Hymnen”, and then the poetizing inhabiting and beauty as expressions of freedom, in three poems: “Der Rhein”,
“Germanien” and “In lieblicher Bläue”. In this last part, we will make an effort to keep distance from Heidegger’s
interpretation of Hölderin, found in his writings and seminars on the idealist figure.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Master [120] in Philosophy FILO2M 5

Master [60] in Philosophy FILO2M1 5

Certificat universitaire en

philosophie (approfondissement)
FILA9CE 5
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