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lfilo2201
2021

Fundamentals of Biomedical Ethics B

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q1

 This biannual learning unit is not being organized in 2021-2022 !

Teacher(s) Botbol Mylene ;Pence Charles ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Prerequisites Some instruction in the history of philosophy and philosophical anthropology. Some instruction in the life sciences.

Main themes The first part of the course describes the main lines of the philosophical and biomedical context of contemporary
biomedical ethics. Basic theories and concepts are analyzed. From that point various practical questions are
studied, coming from various areas of biomedical practice : conception, end of life issues, health care policy, etc.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

1

At the end of the course the student should be able :

- to identify and discuss theories and concepts that are part of various current approaches in biomedical
ethics

- to analyse in depth a particular problem in biomedical ethics

- to appreciate the interdisciplinary aspects of this area

- to link the givens of problems in this area with developments in contemporary scientific research

Evaluation methods • Individual Presentation (40%): The last few course sessions are dedicated to oral presentations of your work,
in order to offer you comments from me and your colleagues. This presentation normally includes slides, and
will be around 15 minutes, with around 10 minutes of question-and-answer period.

• Written Work (60%): Your research project will be built in stages. First, you will submit a short draft of the
subject that you will consider. After consulting with me on it, your final paper, around 15 pages, will be due at
the hour set for our final exam.

In the second session, the evaluation will consist of a written project (50%) and a final exam (50%).

Teaching methods • Lectures on fundamental concepts of bioethics and several contemporary applications
• Presentations by students with discussion

Content This course is an introduction to contemporary discussion of biomedical ethics, including both the ethics of medical
practice and the ethics of medical and biochemical research. We will take up classic concepts in medical ethics
(confidentiality, paternalism, autonomy) and biomedical research (informed consent, competence of patients).
These discussions will be framed by examples, both classic (euthanasia, abortion) and modern (stem cells, gene
editing). Several sessions will also be dedicated to questions of the relationship between medicine and society
(distribution of healthcare resources, production of new drugs). The course is accessible to students regardless of
their level in life sciences; we will present and discuss the necessary fundamentals of contemporary biology.

Students' work at the end of the course will elaborate on a case study drawn from the world of contemporary
healthcare and raise, discuss, and evalute its ethical dimensions.

Bibliography
Toute la lecture pour ce cours sera distribué en ligne sur le site web de Pr. Pence

/

All reading material for this course will be distributed online on Pr. Pence's website.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Master [120] in Philosophy FILO2M 5

Master [120] in Ethics ETHI2M 5

Master [60] in Philosophy FILO2M1 5

Certificat universitaire en

philosophie (approfondissement)
FILA9CE 5

Master [120] in Family and

Sexuality Studies
SEX2M 5

https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-filo2m.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-filo2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-ethi2m.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-ethi2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-filo2m1.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-filo2m1-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-fila9ce.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-fila9ce-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-sex2m.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-sex2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

