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Philosophy of Religion A

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q1

This biannual learning is being organized in 2021-2022

Teacher(s) Maesschalck Marc ;

Language : French
> English-friendly

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Prerequisites /

Main themes Religion belongs to human culture and thus has a general impact on man and, especially, involving man's reflection
on his condition. This in particular establishes the philosophy of religion's place. Far removed from any positivist
temptation (fundamentalism, fideism), this discipline ensures the believer as to the general conditions of religion
in relation to thought. It moreover offers the unbeliever an approach to religion in its status as a thought system
in cooperation with the human sciences. A Philosophy of Religion course takes its inspiration from the major
precursors (Kant, Schelling, Hegel, etc...; as well as theologians when they express themselves as philosophers:
Origen, Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, etc...). It seeks to arm against any confusing of theology and religious
philosophy.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

1
Be capable of explaining the relationship of philosophy and religion, while respecting both the originality
of religion and philosophy's right to reflect on religion.

Evaluation methods Students will be asked to write a 10 page paper to be based off of a reading of one of the proposed texts. After
emailing the paper, the student will receive a question on the paper to be prepared for the oral exam.

The student will have approximately 15 minutes to present this answer during the oral exam.

The paper may be written in French, English, Spanish, or German, with the professor’s agreement.

Content Study of the strategies of objectivation of the religious phenomenon

Both the philosophy of religion and the human and social sciences of religion have faced the primary question
of the self-referentiality of the religious object which is known and lived in the form of a practice to which the
mind as well as the body adhere in their own way. Whether one approaches a tradition as part of itself or in the
manner of an investigator who looks into its historical traces and tries to understand them (and thus to reinterpret
them) as authentic or non-authentic parts of a corpus, the internal relation to this self-referential phenomenon
remains unchanged: it does not matter whether the expert is a spokesman or an independent scholar, he becomes
the holder of a meaning that is understood only in terms of himself, as a doctrine, a law, a wisdom or a form of
life. Faced with this form of “indexicality” proper to the knowledge of self-reference, where historical-critical and
hermeneutic strategies have prevailed, other strategies have emerged to detach themselves from the processes of
subjectivation inevitably correlative to the strategies already known. Approaches linked to the theory of the firm and
to the theory of organizations have been attempted, the focus has been on the behavior of agents in the market
of spiritual goods and beliefs, with providers and users, and attempts have been made to objectify the scales of
values and to identify the evolution of spiritual demands. All these attempts (and others) raise the question of the
scientific knowledge really available on the power of these phenomena and on the way to elaborate a rational
policy concerning them, without having to resort to self-referential notions par excellence such as "radicalization".
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Other infos English-friendly course: course taught in French but offering facilities in English.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Certificat universitaire en

sciences des religions
SREL9CE 3

Master [120] in Philosophy FILO2M 5

Master [120] in Ethics ETHI2M 5

Master [60] in Philosophy FILO2M1 5

Master [120] in Theology THEO2M 4

Certificat universitaire en

philosophie (approfondissement)
FILA9CE 5

Master [120] in Sciences of

Religions
SREL2M 4
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