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Prerequisites

Main themes

This course does not deal with special epistemology, which concerns the fundamentals of a specific type of
knowledge (human or natural sciences), but with general epistemology, also known as the theory of knowledge.
It will cover the heavily gnoseological thought processes (reasoning, judging, believing, etc.). We will highlight the
obstacles to knowledge (doubt, error, sensorial or cognitive illusions, cognitive bias, theoretical load, etc.), as well
as some of the means that are supposed to help overcome them. We will present and discuss the main historical
epistemological movements (empiricism and rationalism, idealism and realism, the nature of truth, etc.), but also the
more contemporary, and in some cases the more recent, positions (internalism and externalism, foundationalism
and coherentism, evidence-based knowledge, social constructivism, etc.).

Learning outcomes

At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

By the end of this course, students will have learned the basic concepts of philosophy's great theories
of knowledge. They will understand how a debate can, reasonably and critically, claim to be valid. They
will realise that there are many answers to the question ‘what can | know?' In other words, what are the
nature, methods and limits of knowledge?

Bibliography

Les différentes ressources bibliographiques seront postées en acces restreint sur la page Moodle du cours.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes
Certificat universitaire en

i ) FILO9CE 5
philosophie (fondements)
Bachelor in Philosophy FILO1BA 5
Minor in Philosophy MINFILO 5
Bachelor in Philosophy, Politics

) PPE1BA 5

and Economics
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https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-filo9ce.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-filo9ce-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-filo1ba.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-filo1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-minfilo.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-minfilo-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-ppe1ba.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2021/en-prog-2021-ppe1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

