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Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information below is subject to change, in particular that concerning the teaching mode
(presential, distance or in a comodal or hybrid format).

4 credits

30.0 h

Q1

This biannual learning is being organized in 2020-2021

Teacher(s)

Ausloos Hans ;SOMEBODY ;

Language :

French

Place of the course

Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes

The study of the Bible - c.q. the Old Testament - from the perspective of
- its textual witnesses (Hebrew and ancient versiones)
- the history of transmission and its implications for theology
- the relationship between textual criticism and redaction criticism

Aims

- present the most important textual witnesses of the Bible, c.q. the Old Testament
1
---2

- analyse a biblical - c.q. Old Testament - passage from a text-critical perspective

---3

- demonstrate the mutual interaction between textual criticism and redaction criticism

---4

- demonstrate how textual criticism is incompatible with a fundamentalist reading of the Bible

---The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information in this section is particularly likely to change.

Teaching methods

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information in this section is particularly likely to change.

Content

Until the development of book printing, there were no two identical copies of the Bible, i.c. the Old Testament.
For centuries, variants in extant biblical manuscripts have been considered as contaminations of an original and
reliable text; they were mainly evaluated as deliberate or erroneous changes by a copyist/translator.
Until the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947, the discipline of textual criticism aimed indeed at
investigating these processes of modification during the textual transmission, in order to restore the ‘original’
text. From 1947 on, however, a radical revolution has been initiated with respect to the understanding of the
compositional history of the Old Testament text: given the radical plurality and pluriformity of the extant texts, the
idea of a single ‘original’ text of the Bible seems to be nothing else but an illusion.
The first part of the course – that mainly focuses on Old Testament textual criticism – will present the most important
textual witnesses: the Masoretic text, the Septuagint, the Samaritan Pentateuch and the scrolls from the Judean
desert. In the second part, the discipline of Textual criticism as such will be dealt with: what are its methods, and
what is its impact on the reading and interpretation of the Bible? This will clearly demonstrate that a meticulous
text-critical analysis is incompatible with a fundamentalist reading of the Bible.

- January session: oral presentation (25%); paper (75%)
- September session: oral presenation (25%); paper (75%)

Course – personal reading – presentation by the student
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Other infos

Reader concerning the theoretical part of the course.

Faculty or entity in

TEBI

charge
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)
Program title

Acronym

Credits

Master [120] in Biblical Studies

EBIB2M

4

HORI2M

4

THEO2M

4

Prerequisite

Master [120] in Ancient
Languages and Literatures:
Oriental Studies
Master [120] in Theology
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