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Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information below is subject to change, in particular that concerning the teaching mode
(presential, distance or in a comodal or hybrid format).

5 credits 30.0h+6.0h | Q2

This learning unit is not being organized during this academic year.

Teacher(s)

de Nanteuil Matthieu ;

Language :

French

Place of the course

Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes

This course aims at three objectives that will structure the entire course

- Analysis of the founding principles of the liberal tradition;

- Overview of contemporary criticisms against it;

- Attempt to renew these criticisms, on basis of a reflection on what it means to be subject-in-society

Aims

The objective of this course is to enable students to deepen the knowledge acquired during the course
"Politics, Actors and Decisions" (LOPES 2175) by building up a conceptual and critical reflection about
what, by the end of the Cold War, constitutes the dominant political tradition, i.e. liberalism. The starting
point of this course is in fact to consider that the liberal tradition neglects the problem of what social

1 and cultural conditions are necessary for the realization of the democratic ideal and thereby maintains a
relationship to violence that is little (or not at all) problematized. In this perspective, the course is similar to
a seminar on the sociology of politics. Indeed, it aims at mobilizing the achievements of a critical theory of
society to question the meaning and conditions of the political field today. To this end, the study of authors
(both classic and contemporary) will be given much attention and will be illustrated with examples taken
from the everyday news.

The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Content

After a presentation of the course and some ordinary class sessions, the course will be based on cross-
presentations by the students and the professor illustrating texts by various authors which will be fortified with up
to date issues taken out of the media. The final evaluation will be based upon: (i) the participation of students in
class (presentations in small groups), (ii) the ability to use the contents of the course to address a current issue
(individual work).

Faculty or entity in
charge

OPES
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title

Acronym

Credits

Prerequisite

Aims

Master [120] in Economic and
Social Policy (shift schedule)

OPES2M
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https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2020/en-prog-2020-opes2m.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2020/en-prog-2020-opes2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

