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Theory of Architecture 2: Theories

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information below is subject to change, in particular that concerning the teaching mode
(presential, distance or in a comodal or hybrid format).

3 credits 15.0 h + 15.0 h Q2

Teacher(s) De Raedt Nele ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Prerequisites The prerequisite(s) for this Teaching Unit (Unité d’enseignement – UE) for the programmes/courses that offer this Teaching Unit
are specified at the end of this sheet.

Main themes The course involves a systematic but not exhaustive review of the major theories of architecture. It situates them
chronologically, from Antiquity to the present. The course identifies recurring theoretical questions and possible
causes for their recurrence. It also identifies more ephemeral questions and looks at their conditions of emergence
and disappearance. The course puts theoretical elements into confrontation with concrete examples. Notions like
the Vitruvian triad, the myth of the primitive hut, rules and the classical orders, models, the human body and
proportion, objectivity and subjectivity of architecture  will be raised and discussed.

Aims

1

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

• develop an overall view of the major theories of architecture within Western cultural tradition,
• distinguish the themes and recurrent questions,
• situate the "origins", the major stages of development, and the moments of rupture within the field of
architecural theory,

• take a personal position within a theoretical debate.

- - - -
The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information in this section is particularly likely to change.
Oral examination.

Teaching methods Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information in this section is particularly likely to change.
Lecture course

Reading seminars

Content Non-exhaustive liste of topics

• What is architecture?
• Theorising design practice: imitation, invention, licence
• The elements of architecture: the classical orders
• The objectivity or subjectivity of the art of building: good taste
• The origins of architecture: the primitive hut
• Architecture as system of communication
• Theory and criticism: Utopias
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Aims

Bachelor in Engineering :

Architecture
ARCH1BA 3 LICAR1201

https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2020/en-prog-2020-arch1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2020-licar1201
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2020/en-prog-2020-arch1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

