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Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information below is subject to change, in particular that concerning the teaching mode
(presential, distance or in a comodal or hybrid format).

5 credits 30.0h Q1

This biannual learning is being organized in 2020-2021

Teacher(s)

Amoroso Nicolas (compensates Cavalieri Marco) ;Cavalieri Marco ;

Language :

French

Place of the course

Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes

The course discusses problematic issues and specific problems of interpretation in relation with use of
archaeological sources for the reconstruction of social and political relations of Rome, since its fundation (8th
century BC) up to the High Middle Age, Italy and Roman provinces. Especially considered are elements of
urbanism, architecture and construction techniques in order to define a scheme of the Roman way of life throughout
the ages.

Aims

Advanced course for archaeologists specializing in Roman archaeology whether of Italy, the centre of
power, or of the provinces of the Empire. The aim is to develop a critical sense and apply methods of
1 analysis of art (painting, sculpture and architecture) and material culture of this millennium long civilization
reluctant of all standardized analytical approach. Use of theoretical and anthropological concepts in
archaeological interpretation as well of literary and epigraphical sources of Latin Antiquity.

The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information in this section is particularly likely to change.
Written examination (50%) and written essay (50%).

Teaching methods

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information in this section is particularly likely to change.

A combination of ex-cathedra lessons by the teacher or invited speakers and seminars. The sessions are prepared
by the students on the basis of one or more articles of which the list is given at the beginning of the year. The
students are also invited to participate actively in certain sessions which may take the forms of seminars prepared
by the students. Possibility to organize a study tour abroad with presentations by students and introduction to
field work.

The students will have to prepare a written research essay for December.

Content

The main topic to be treated during the year 2020-2021 is the “Archaeology of the Roman Cult of Mithras”.

If Mithras has indo-iranian origins which date back to the 2nd millennium BC, his cult became very popular during
the Roman Imperial period. Archaeological excavations continue to reveal evidence of this cult across the Empire.
The evidence brings together ruins of temples, statues, reliefs, ceramics, but also inscriptions and ancient texts.
The course aims at presenting a new synthesis of all the data. Based on texts, images and archaeological evidence,
our attention will focus on the spread of this oriental god across Italy and the Roman provinces, on Mithras’ temples,
Mithras’ adepts and ceremonies.

Part 1 — Theoretical sessions

« 1. Introduction — Historiography and research problem

* 2. Origins of Mithras cult: from Persia to Rome

* 3. The sacred narrative

* 4. The Mithraeum: a sacred cave (topography, architecture, settings)
« 5. Mithraic rituals: initiations and banquets

* 6. Agents of the cult

* 7. The end of Mithras’ cult

Part 2 — Workshops

* Lecture — The Roman cult of Mithras at Ostia
* Seminar sessions: study of several “mithraea” across the Roman provinces

Inline resources

Pdf of Course and bibliography.
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Faculty or entity in

charge

ARKE

Force majeure

Teaching methods

Live lessons on TEAMS

Evaluation methods

Written examination (50%) online (Moodle) and written essay (50%) to be sent by mail or on Moodle.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Aims

Master [60] in History HIST2M1 5

Master [120] in Ancient and
Modern Languages and LAFR2M 5
Literatures

Certificat universitaire en

langue, littérature et civilisation ELATOCE 5
latines
Master [120] in History HIST2M 5

Master [120] in Ancient
Languages and Literatures: CLAS2M 5
Classics

Master [60] in History of Art and
Archaeology : General

ARKE2M1 5

Master [120] in History of Art
and Archaeology : General

ARKE2M 5
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