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General and Comparative Literature :
Methods and Practices

In view of the health context linked to the spread of the coronavirus, the methods of organisation and evaluation of the learning
units could be adapted in different situations; these possible new methods have been - or will be - communicated by the
teachers to the students.

5 credits 30.0 h Q2

Teacher(s) Sábado Novau Marta ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes 1. Present the variety of fields of study, methods, practices, theoretical issues and perspectives of general and
comparative literature, both as a critical methodology employed in the study of literature and the ways the latter
is practiced around the world.

2. Provide, through this systematic introduction to the discipline, research tools in general and comparative
literature, as well as instruction for the preparation of written work relevant to the comparative demonstration
(comparative comment of reading notes, etc.).

3. Studies of specific subjects according to comparative methodology and within the broader and theoretical
perspective of general literature. The content of the courses offered to students will allow them to come to a
clear understanding - through an immediate application consisting of an in-depth study of certain subjects - of the
fundamental principles that define this discipline.

Aims

1

Understand whether and how cultures and literatures of different periods and linguistic traditions, European
and international, interact, according to different phenomena and modalities (readings, translations,
travels, loans, adjustments, etc.) within a literary, unitary, constant and simultaneous comprehension of
the world.

Explore different critical approaches to literary texts and various methods of analysis applied to literary
and artistic facts, with the ultimate aim of implementing a theoretical approach to literature.

By the end of the course, students will have developed a broad and supranational vision of literature as it is
produced and read in different countries around the world. They will be able to move, in a systematic and
relevant way, within different coherent sets of literary and artistic productions, without temporal, geographic
or linguistic limitations.

The comparative approach, based on the simultaneous and joint study of at least two languages and
literatures, also constitutes an occasion for students to satisfactorily engage with the new and broadened
linguistic and literary knowledge they will have acquired or will be in the process of acquiring within the
training provided in their curriculum.

- - - -
The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information in this section is particularly likely to change.
The students will have to write a “reading journal” where they will give an account of their reading of the works in
the program. At the end of the semester there will be a written evaluation.

Teaching methods Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information in this section is particularly likely to change.
This course will combine lectures and literary interpretation where students will be asked to discuss the texts.

Content This course offers an introduction to modernist literature by taking the process of the interior monologue in its
different forms and variations as our main focus. The writers studied, through this narrative technique, renew the
novelistic aesthetics and break with the representation of the reality in traditional novels. This literary renewal must
be understood within the particular historical, cultural and intellectual moment of the early twentieth century in
Europe. Artistic vanguards, Freud’s discovery of the unconscious as well as phenomenology in philosophy, place
experience, and more broadly the subject, are all at the heart of these investigations. The literature of this time
seeks a form able to authentically reflect the interiority of the subject and its intimate way of thinking, feeling and
perceiving the world. This course, in addition to the in-depth literary study of the four works in the corpus, will
make it possible to understand literary phenomena in relation to the artistic movements and currents of thought
contemporary to them.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Aims

Minor in French Studies LFRAN100I 5

Minor in Literary Studies LLITT100I 5

Bachelor in Modern Languages

and Literatures: German, Dutch

and English

GERM1BA 5

Certificat universitaire en

littérature
LITT9CE 5

Bachelor in French and

Romance Languages and

Literatures : General

ROM1BA 5

Bachelor in Modern Languages

and Literatures : General
ROGE1BA 5

Master [120] in Performing Arts THEA2M 5
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