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In view of the health context linked to the spread of the coronavirus, the methods of organisation and evaluation of the learning
units could be adapted in different situations; these possible new methods have been - or will be - communicated by the
teachers to the students.

5 credits 30.0h Q1
Teacher(s) Van Malleghem Pieter-Augustijn ;
Language : English
Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve
Aims The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)

can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information in this section is particularly likely to change.

The class will be subject to continuous evaluation. Students will be asked to write three short (Y2 to % of a page)
reaction papers in response to selected theoretical readings assigned for class. The reactionpapers will be graded
for a total of three points (1 for every reaction paper). Reaction papers may be written for four theoretical readings
assigned for class. Students may either write three reaction papers in response to papers of their choice, or write
four reaction papers and be graded on their three best papers. A written exam in January will follow, to be evaluated
on seventeen points. Students may opt out of the January written exam and choose to write a 10 page paper on
a topic of their choice among those addressed by the class, subject to the approval of the teacher.

A written exam graded on 17 points will also be organized in August. As in January, students may opt out of the
August written exam and choose instead to write a 10 page paper on a topic of their choice among those addressed
by the class, subject to the approval of the teacher. Students who take the exam in August may rely on the grade
assigned for their reaction papers written throughout the semester, or may write a 5 page paper to be graded on
three points out of twenty. Students may also consolidate both papers written in preparation for the August exam
into a 15 page paper.

Content The course addresses the key principles of European Union constitutional law through an analysis of the case-law
of the Court of Justice (“CJEU") as well as several theoretical perspectives on the discipline. The main themes of
the class will be the vertical division of powers (between the Union and its Member States), the horizontal division of
powers (between European institutions), the principle of direct effect, the status of human rights within the European
legal order, legal pluralism, national identity, citizenship and the rule of law. The primary source material for the
class is the case-law of the CJEU. The class seeks to develop a realist perspective on judicial decision-making. By
the end of the course, students will be able to construct legal counter-arguments to the analysis put forward by the
Court in its case-law. This will allow the student to take a critical position with respect to the case-law of the Court.
The course also engages with theoretical perspectives on the discipline. We will discuss different
conceptualizations of the notion of constitutionalism, and address whether and how the notion can be and is
relevant for the European Union legal order. These theoretical perspectives are brought to bear on an analysis
of the case-law of the Court.

Inline resources The reading materials necessary for the preparation of class (legislation, case law and scholarly work) will be
available on Moodle as the class progresses.

o > K. Lenaerts and P. Van Nuffel, European Union Law, Sweet & Maxwell, 2011. « A. Rosas, L. Armati, EU Constitutional
Bibliography Law: An Introduction, Hart Publishing, 2018.

* R. Schitze, European Constitutional Law, Cambridge University Press, 2016.
* A. Somek, The Cosmopolitan Constitution, Oxford University Press, 2014.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Aims

Advanced Master in European
L DREU2MC 5
aw

Master [120] in Law DROI2M 5
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