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Philosophy and anthropology of
space

3 credits 30.0 h Q1

Teacher(s) Seys Pascale ;

Language : French

Place of the course Bruxelles

Main themes 1) What is a theory?

2) The first metaphysical representations of the world : myths and cosmologies

3) Review of the main philosophy schools from Antiquity to the present day

4) Construction and spatialisation of thought

5) Living : an anthropological invariant

Aims

1

Specific learning outcomes:

By the end of this teaching unit, students are able to

• site themselves in (and with relation to) a cultural heritage by deepening their critical thinking
• reinterpret, in a contemporary context, the desire for a 'good life' sought by philosophers since Antiquity
• identify the vocabulary, the conceptual tools, the main themes in the development of philosophy and
anthropology

• understand the major contribution of philosophy, humanities and social sciences to the
 conceptualisation and practice of architecture, in order to help to make the world a place to live in,
individually and collectively.

Contribution to the learning outcome reference framework:

Make use of other subjects

• Seek out other approaches, exchanges of views and ways of enhancing thinking about architecture
• Interpret the knowledge of other subjects
• Make use of other subjects to ask questions about the design and implementation of an architectural
project

Express an architectural procedure

• Express ideas clearly in oral, graphic and written form

- - - -
The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Content Using an anthropological and cultural approach, the course examines Western philosophy and aims to place the
permanence and evolution of questionings from antiquity to today in a historical context. What does 'inhabiting'
the world mean? In Ancient times, Philosophy was designed both as a 'theory' and a 'way of life' which implied a
double requirement: intelligibility (conceptualization and modelisation) and values (moral, political and esthetical').
  In Modern Times, man has developed physics, allowing him to control the world (Descartes) as well as interact with
others in a way that transforms society (Rousseau).   Postmodern thinking has positioned itself against the principle
of humanism and rationalism (Nietzsche) .  This was the time of 'deconstruction' of the ancient metaphysical views
of the world, during which the notion of 'progress ' as well as the very foundations of European identity were shaken.
  This crisis can still be felt today in many areas such as the economy (with the collapse of world markets), the
scientific domain (dissipative  structures, chaos theory) or the art world( where the notion of ' beauty' is no longer is
the standard of art creation ). These different philosophical attitudes represent experimental thinking laboratories
and we can use their results.   The course will seek to reinterpret the concern (question, issue, ) of 'good life'
sought after by ancient philosophers, in todays context while pressed with facing unparalleled structural challenges
  (including environmental and population challenges).
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(les poètes de la Pléiade conseillaient aux écrivains de se mettre à l'écoute de tous les corps de métiers !) et c'est le
cas de la philosophie, qui a tissé au cours des siècles une histoire passionnante et laissé sa trace dans notre culture
et dans notre langue. La liste des ouvrages repris ci-dessous est destinée à aider l'étudiant dans l'éclaircissement de
concepts, dans l'approfondissement de questions théoriques vues au cours ainsi que dans l'orientation de lectures
philosophiques  accessibles. Philosopher, c'est vivre avec la pensée ; c'est penser par soi-même mais ce n'est pas
penser seul. Aussi aucun cours ne saurait se substituer à la lecture des auteurs eux-mêmes. Bonne lecture !
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)
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