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lfilo1283
2017

History of philosophy 4 : History of
modern philosophy

3 credits 30.0 h Q1

 This biannual learning unit is not being organized in 2017-2018 !

Teacher(s) Maesschalck Marc ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Prerequisites One chapter (chosen by the student) of Le principe d'autonomie, Introduction aux auteurs modernes, along with
its introduction and conclusion. Also, a text from an author corresponding to this chapter (Descartes,  Spinoza,
Rousseau, Hobbes, Kant, Fichte, Schelling, Hegel).

The prerequisite(s) for this Teaching Unit (Unité d’enseignement – UE) for the programmes/courses that offer this Teaching Unit
are specified at the end of this sheet.

Main themes To introduce the student to the spirit of Modern philosophy by drawing out the main lines of argument, the principle
tendencies and the key thinkers that delineate it.

Aims

1

By the end of the course, the student should:

- be familiar with the main concerns and the key authors of Early Modern philosophy;

- be able to identify the main problems underlying it;

- be able to describe the major debates running through it.

- - - -
The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods Students will be asked to write a 10 page paper to be based off of a reading of one of the proposed texts. After
emailing the paper, the student will receive a question on the paper to be prepared for the oral exam.

The student will have approximately 15 minutes to present this answer during the oral exam.

The paper may be written in French, English, Spanish, or German, with the professor's agreement.

Teaching methods /

Content This course will first present an overview of the development of modern philosophy through the distinction between
three large generations of thinkers according to the 'discourse on the method' they adhere to. Next, each generation
will be studied in detail through its major representatives and following a precise expository schema: the preferred
mental operation for orienting one's thought and the conditions of knowing the real are what determine the different
types of philosophies of freedom that each approach can sensibly construct. In order to familiarize the students with
reading the source texts from this period of thought, the lecture will alternate between systematic presentations and
text commentaries. A reading list and a reference book complete the pedagogical toolkit. A particular attention will
be given to those modern philosophers who themselves proposed a history of modern philosophy, as well as to the
reception of what's known as the modern current of continental philosophy in the North American history of ideas.

Inline resources /
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Lectures obligatoires :

Un chapitre aux choix dans Le principe d'autonomie, Introduction aux auteurs modernes, l'introduction et la conclusion.
Un texte d'auteur correspondant à ce chapitre (Descartes,  Spinoza, Rousseau, Hobbes, Kant, Fichte, Schelling,
Hegel)

Other infos /

Faculty or entity in

charge

EFIL
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Aims

Bachelor in History HIST1BA 3

FILA9CE 3

Bachelor in Philosophy FILO1BA 3 LFILO1113

https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2017/en-prog-2017-hist1ba.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2017/en-prog-2017-hist1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2017/en-prog-2017-fila9ce.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2017/en-prog-2017-fila9ce-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2017/en-prog-2017-filo1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2017-lfilo1113
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2017/en-prog-2017-filo1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

