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Geopolitics of natural ressources

5 credits 30.0 h Q1

Teacher(s) Hinojosa Valencia Leonith (compensates Legrand Vincent) ;Legrand Vincent ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes This part of the course aims to examine the role that social, economic, political and cultural factors play in the
geopolitics of natural resources and development and is organized in two sections. Drawing on concepts from
Political Ecology, Ecological Economics and Development Studies, the first section provides the foundations to
understand the main topics that explain the geopolitics of natural resources and its implications for sustainable
development. The interplay of these topics is illustrated by a review of socio-environmental conflicts observed
in and development strategies pursued by low and medium-income countries. The second section analyses the
developmental possibilities, risks and threats arising out of the current distribution and management of natural
resources, notably land and water, in relation to food security and sustainable agriculture. This section discusses
the policy and institutional options that countries from the Global South can pursue in order to influence the global
governance of natural resources.

Aims

1

After completing this part of the course students will:

• Be knowledgeable of the main concepts of Political Ecology, Ecological Economics and Development
Studies that underpin the geopolitics of natural resources.

• Be able to critically discuss the relationship between the access, distribution and control of natural
resources and development outcomes from an inter-disciplinary perspective.

• Be able to analyse natural resources policy with focus on land and water.

In addition to developing analytical skills, students are expected to strengthen their capacity for team work,
essay-writing and oral presentation by integrating knowledge from multiple disciplines and approaches to
development.

- - - -
The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods Each student should produce a 1500-words essay (bibliography excluded). This can be the review of a particular
case study, a conceptual discussion of a particular theme, or the analysis of a particular natural resource policy.
Students should develop the essay in an academic style. At the end of section 1, students should produce a short
outline that will identify a topic and relevant literature for their essay.

Grading:

Class participation: 30% (of which 15% is the presentation) will be evaluated on the basis of: (a) familiarity with
the readings; (b) critical approach to the topic.

Essay: 70%. No more than 1500 words of text (references excluded) will cover a conceptual argument from the
fields covered by the course, with case material whenever appropriate, and identification of policy implications.
Essay to be submitted during the exam session on January 2018.

Teaching methods The course is designed to accommodate students from all fields interested in the role of the geopolitics of natural
resources in development. Students are expected to leverage their previous experience as relevant or explore new
avenues related to their career aspirations.

Sessions will be conducted through lectures, guided discussion and students' presentation. Class participation is
an essential part of the course and students will be required to demonstrate knowledge of the readings and be able
to critically assess the contents. They will be asked to present a 10-minutes discussion based on a case study and
others will be expected to participate in discussion. It is advised that students choose their case oriented towards
the short essay that will be part of the course assessment.

Content Section 1. Conceptualizing the geopolitics of natural resources: concepts and illustrative cases

Session 1 (3 Oct)

1.1 Introduction: the challenges of sustainable development for an efficient use and fair distribution of natural
resources from an inter-disciplinary perspective

1.2 Concepts from Political Ecology, Ecological Economics and Development Studies developed for understanding
the geopolitics of natural resources

Session 2 (10 Oct)

1.3 Socio-environmental conflicts: economic, cultural and ecological arguments

1.4 The resource curse
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Section 2: Use and management of natural resources in relation with the Sustainable Development Goals
of food security and sustainable agriculture

Session 3 (14 Nov)

2.1 Access and control of land and water for food security: economic, social and cultural arguments

2.2 Climate change and the geopolitics of natural resources

Session 4 (21 Nov)

2.3 Governance of natural resources and policy for water security and sustainable agriculture

2.4 Presentations from students

Students' work in groups

At the end of Section 1, students will organize in groups of about 4 or 5 people to choose a topic that will be
presented and discussed at the end of Section 2.

Topics among which the team work will develop include: land security, land sustainability, water security, water
sustainability, socio-environmental conflicts associated with extractive industries (mining, oil or gas), socio-
environmental conflicts associated with large-scale infrastructure projects (for example, dams, hydroelectrics,
roads).
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Aims

Master [120] in Anthropology ANTR2M 5

Master [120] in Population and

Development Studies
SPED2M 5

Master [120] in Geography :

General
GEOG2M 5

Master [120] in Public

Administration
ADPU2M 5

Minor in Development and

Environment
LDENV100I 5
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