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LTECO1202
2016-2017

Questions de sciences religieuses :
questions d'éthique

2.0 credits 15.0 h 1q

Teacher(s) : Ghislain Bernard-Louis ;

Language : Français

Place of the course Tournai

Main themes : In order to achieve the objectives defined above, the instructor critically presents some central themes that are a question for
ethics in terms of their connexion with the Christian faith. In this sense, he/she proposes a reflection about ethical choices and their
justifications, about human beings in the world, about Christ and the way of life proposed in the Scriptures. The basic consciousness
of the plurality of religious and laic approaches protects the discourse from close-mindedness, opening it to different traditions and
to other approaches.

Aims : By the end of this course, the student should be able: - to confront him/herself in a personal and critical way with the topic of the
course, and to argue his/her position, showing that he/she is conscious of the complexity of the questions at stake, also when
confronted with various philosophical and religious traditions. - to clarify the fundamental categories of reflection on ethics and to
show how these notions stand out when confronted with the experience of faith and with Christian reflection.
The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods : At the end of this teaching series, the student will be asked to give their personal opinion, using a critical approach, with regards to
one of the two issues we have looked at. This will be achieved by putting together a well-reasoned piece of work, which includes
various elements presented during the course and refers to the resources offered by the Christian tradition, particularly using
Biblical sources, and other religious and philosophical approaches.
Each group of four students will decide which issue they wish to cover. The group should aim to create a good environment for
dealing with different points of view, where each member respectfully listens to the others.
The lecturer will check students' ability to enter into an ethical debate and to show complete and coherent reasoning, justifying their
position, and rephrasing ' as honestly as possible ' a summary of their opinions on the matter.
The written work (10 ' 15 pages) should be submitted to the Faculty office by the last Thursday of term, and should include the full
names of all the members of the group, as well as a description of the way in which the work was shared out.

Teaching methods : Following a video documentary (see Bibliography) that will be presented in the first session, the lecturer will encourage the group
to express various first impressions and questions. The aim will be to identify, as precisely as possible, the background against
which our thinking will take place. Beyond our preconceptions and long-held ideas, we will need to establish (logically and critically)
the consequences of the ethical approach.
The next lectures will look in more depth at the various elements covered in this introductory session. Using a more formal teaching
style, together with some practical exercises, the lecturer will establish some concepts from philosophy, theology (especially Biblical
evidence and in the central person of Jesus Christ) and from psycho-sociology. The aim for this part of the lecture series is to
establish a framework for analysis and some criteria which will enable us to draw a suitable moral conclusion.
Then there will be a presentation of the two themes (euthanasia and environmental ethics); students will be invited to apply the
analysis framework that we will have developed.
' Euthanasia is a subject that regularly appears in the news (including most recently with the extension of the Belgian Law of 2002
to minors and to those suffering degenerative conditions). The end of life (however painful) is something with which each one of
us will find ourselves confronted sooner or later, in our personal and family lives, sometimes through very close relationships.
Among the architecture students on the Tournai campus, and also at Saint-Gilles, there are a considerable number of French
students. Because of this, it will also be interesting to look at arguments forwarded by political representatives of various countries:
those where euthanasia has been legalised (for instance, in the Benelux countries), and those where politicians have so far chosen
not to allow it.
' Environmental ethics is a theme that may be of particular interest to future architects, who have a duty to consider the effects
of their professional work on both individuals and society as a whole. Awareness of architectural ethics is growing and is dealing
with matters beyond just technical and aesthetic questions. Why build? What place should the human occupy in megacities? What
should we think of ecocities? How may we take into account the finality of human existence, the conditions for a high quality of life
within society, personal and collective well-being, as well as the future of humanity?
For each of these themes, the lecturer will use a series of written documents or films (including interviews, analysis, news items
etc...) from which students will be asked to find evidence to support their own point of view on the matter. The lecturer will encourage
active student participation, although he will confirm, supplement, repeat and fine-tune the reactions and questions that are sure
to arise within the various groups.

Content : What is moral reflection? The lecture course will start with a general presentation of this particular approach: a summary of the great
stages in the history of moral thought (the contribution of the major religious traditions, Kant, utilitarianism, Common Decency), the
distinction between morals and ethics, establishing some fundamental ideas including: values, the Golden Rule, Natural Law and
man-made law, the role of the conscience, characteristics of a moral action (intention, purpose, circumstances, consequences),
freedom and responsibility.
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The student will find that these ideas, when correctly distinguished from one another, make up a useful framework for analysis.
This framework may be used to help position one's thinking when considering a variety of ethical questions. Two contemporary
issues will be used to test the validity of the framework: euthanasia and environmental ethics.
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- Sciences, techniques, éthique, in Foi et Vie, n° 3-4, juillet 1988.

Faculty or entity in

charge:

TECO



Université Catholique de Louvain - COURSES DESCRIPTION FOR 2016-2017 - LTECO1202

UCL - LTECO1202 - page 3/3

Programmes / formations proposant cette unité d'enseignement (UE)

Intitulé du programme Sigle Credits Prerequis Acquis d'apprentissage

Bachelor in Architecture

(Tournai)
ARCT1BA 2 -

https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2016/en-prog-2016-arct1ba.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2016/en-prog-2016-arct1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

