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LVET1312
2014-2015

Ecologie appliquée aux animaux
domestiques

4.0 credits 30.0 h + 12.0 h 2q

Teacher(s) : Donnay Isabelle (coordinator) ;

Language : Français

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Inline resources:

WebCT

Prerequisites : Basic notions in chemistry, physics and physiology

Main themes : The course presents the characteristics of the domestic animals environment in the specialized breed systems by showing in what
they can have an influence on their welfare, their health and their level of production.
The course evokes as well the influence of the animal presence on the general quality of the environment.

Aims : The objective of the course of ecology applied to domestic animals is to supply the useful information so that a veterinarian is
capable:
-       to analyze the diverse constituents of the environment susceptible to interfere with animal welfare, health and level of production;

to determine, on the basis of this analysis, if the environment satisfies the animal requirements.
The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods : Written examination (multiple choices with negative points) organized simultaneously in all the concerned universities.

Teaching methods : This course, both for the theoretical and practical courses is not the object of a public oral presentation. It is proposed to each
student via an online support housed by the ULg and accessible to all students of the CfB following the bachelor degree in veterinary
medicine. At the beginning of the 2d quadrimester, the students receive a login and a password allowing the access to the platform.
A briefing is organized at the UCL to inform the students on the objectives and content of the course, including practical organization.
An informatics room is booked at specific hours to allow a regular progression. A personalized follow up is set up by the organizers
of the course. The students can ask questions (including technical ones) via a forum.

Content : The course comprises a common part (20-12) and a complement part (10-0) including to options.

The theoretical part of the common part is divided into two main parts
1.     The first part deals with general subjects in touch with all the species. It consists of 5 chapters:
-       air pollution level inside the animal houses;
-       lighting of animal houses, in connection with animal requirements, and the possible  sources of noise pollution;
-       waste production and their use;
-       factors interfering with the thermal comfort of animals;
-       evaluation of buildings heat insulation and ventilation.
2.     The second part describes the specific modalities of housing the diverse categories of domestic animals and presents the
contents of the legislations which relate to it. An approach of each species is presented.

Practical exercisesintegrate the data of the various chapters. They are based on examination of plans of animal houses that have
to be analyzed and interpreted

Option 1 'complement on pets and laboratory animals housing'
This part details the housing of horses, the legislation concerning dogs, cats and other pet animals housing and breeding; the
legislation concerning laboratory animals housing and protection.

Option 2 'complement on farm animals housing'
This part deals with the housing of cattle, pig and poultry.
The evolution of livestock housing and its equipment is presented with the relative legislations. The impact of housing modalities
on animal health, welfare and productivity is presented.
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Bibliography :
A website has been developed to allow and sustain an individual learning. Both for the theoretical courses and the practical exercises
each student can progress in the course at his/her own rhythm. The online course is accessible from the beginning of the 2d
quadrimester on the WebCT platform of the ULg.
In addition, 3 syllabi in pdf format are available. The first one corresponds to the the first part of the course and the two others describe
more in details the housing specific to farm animals or to pets and laboratory animals.
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