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Medieval texts and manuscripts: a
critical approach

5.0 credits 15.0 h 2q This biannual

course is taught on

years 2015-2016,

2017-2018, ....

Teacher(s) : Van Hemelryck Tania ;

Language : Français

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Prerequisites : Students shall be acquainted to the ancient language.

Main themes : The course is devoted to the study of literary texts of medieval authors, by the means of a critical approach to manuscripts, in
order to highlight the processes and motivations involved in the genesis of a literary work of the medieval period. It will try to instill
a critical approach toward the object of study ; to introduce students to the weight of the normative tradition of the nineteeth and
twentieth centuries in their approach to medieval texts, as well as to the necessity to recontextualize any literary work in its historic,
economic and cultural contexts.

Aims : On the basis of the discipline's epistemology and of an in-depth analysis of the manuscript tradition of an author (ancient or middle
French) :
- refine the student's spirit of analysis in relation to modern critical editions of medieval texts;
- increase the student's awareness in relation to the material and textual aspects of French literary manuscripts (graphic variants
and corrections in the case of autograph manuscripts; the relationship between the text and its iconography; textual organization
of manuscripts according to the dedicatee, etc.) ;
- to introduce students to a critical approach of medieval literature ;
- to initiate students to the innovating aspects of new philology.
The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods : Oral exam and research paper consisting in the critical analysis of a critical edition in ancient or middle french.

Teaching methods : Lectures with a variety of teaching materials : reading extracts from works ; PowerPoint presentations

Content : In the context of the research focus, this course is designed to complete students' training in medieval French literature through in-
depth internal and external study of the work of an author based on manuscripts (Old or Middle French).
Based on knowledge of new philology and literary theory, the lectures have two main strands:
- methodological approach : to relate critical editions and their manuscript(s) (within a historical and critical perspective) ;
- literary corpus approach (Old or Middle French) : using manuscripts, to discover the involvement of the author in the aesthetic
and material production of his work, thereby revealing the process of genesis of a work and the literary personality of an author.
Finally, the lectures are illustrated by several hours of contact with the manuscripts of the texts being studied which are held at the
Bibliothèque royale de Belgique (autograph manuscripts of Christine de Pizan, original manuscripts of Watriquet de Couvin, etc.).

Bibliography :
Updated annually ; see the course website on iCampus

Other infos : Students preparing a dissertation in the field of medieval French are strongly encouraged  to follow the course.

Cycle and year of

study :

> Master [120] in History
> Master [120] in Ancient and Modern Languages and Literatures
> Master [120] in French and Romance Languages and Literatures : General
> Certificat universitaire en littérature
> Master [60] in History

Faculty or entity in

charge:

ROM

http://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2014/en-prog-2014-hist2m
http://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2014/en-prog-2014-lafr2m
http://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2014/en-prog-2014-rom2m
http://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2014/en-prog-2014-litt9ce
http://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2014/en-prog-2014-hist2m1

