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2014-2015

Paléontologie des vertébrés

2.0 credits 22.5 h 2q

Teacher(s) : Van Dyck Marie-Claire ;

Language : Français

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes : Designed for sciences as well as archeology students, this course will offer the fundamentals required to understand the evolution
of the various vertebrate groups and the emergence of their main anatomical structures in a broad comparative context. The major
chapters of vertebrate evolution will be studied in the context of earth history with reference to continental drift and climatic change.
Reference will therefore be made to the stratigraphic and paleo environmental contexts where the main stages of vertebrate
evolution took place. After a review of the available fossil material, we will analyze fossil data illustrating the origin of the first
vertebrates and the origin of the subsequent groups to underline their specificity, their characteristics as zoological groups and their
phylogenetic relationships, mainly with reference to comparative anatomy but also to genomics. The special case of the human
lineage, the climate context of the Quaternary, the fundamentals of archeozoology and the excavation techniques will be covered.
The course is a lecture and, depending on the students' main interests, some topic will be covered more in depth. For instance,
topics such as the origin of the first tetrapods, the origin of birds, the relationships between Neanderthals and anatomically modern
humans and the emergence of domestication will be proposed to the students.

Aims : The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods : oral exam with preparation

Bibliography :
a syllabus illustrating the anatomical structures will be available for the students. Selected references will be provided for each covered
topic

Cycle and year of

study :

> Master [120] in History of Art and Archaeology : General

Faculty or entity in

charge:

GEOG

http://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2014/en-prog-2014-arke2m

