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LFILO2601
2014-2015

Advanced Studies in the Philosophy of
Social Sciences B

5.0 credits 30.0 h 1q This biannual

course is taught on

years 2014-2015,

2016-2017, ...

Teacher(s) : Maesschalck Marc ;

Language : Français

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Prerequisites : Reading knowledge of English sufficient to allow study of contemporary texts in the area of the philosophy of the human and social
sciences.

Main themes : Each year the course will concentrate on a particular theme, and will make sure to present and contrast different philosophical
approaches to the theme.
The course will also attempt to combine the study of the selected theme with a reflection on the aims and methods of the philosophy
of the human and social sciences.

Aims : Upon completion of the course, the student should be able to pursue, in a well-informed and original manner, a question chosen
from the area of the philosophy of the human and social sciences.
After completing the course, the student should be able to :
- Use research tools appropriate for the philosophy of human sciences ;
- Conceptualise the question that has been selected;
- Situate the answers to this question within the framework of the history of key concepts in the human and social sciences, and
in contemporary philosophical debates between different approaches and theories ;
Include, in the philosophical discussion of the selected question, contributions from other disciplines that bear upon the response
to the question ;
- Develop arguments regarding the response to the question in an original way.
- Submit the method chosen for the study of the selected question to a critical reflection.
The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods : The student will be required to present a written work of ten pages taking bearing from the reading of the proposed commentary
in the reading file. Having sent this work by mail, the student will in return receive a question on the sent work which he or she
has to prepare in readiness for the oral examination.
Presentation of the question during the oral exam takes the duration of fifteen minutes.
The written work can be done in French, English, Spanish, or German, in agreement with the Professor.

Teaching methods : /

Content : This course proposes to deepen some traditional issues on the philosophy of human sciences putting into light the idea that
the philosophical and methodological problems which spring within this disciplinary field are to be treated from the perspective
of the historical evolution of modern western societies in general and of certain social groups in particular. The background
hypothesis of this course is, on the one hand, that the spring and development of human sciences are a critical response to
economic, political, juridical, political, cultural and anthropological upheavals that cross western societies from Enlightenment
century until our days and, on the other hand, that this critic is focused on the couple of the antagonist notions of 'society' and
'community' (introduced by Fernand Tönnies). On the lights of this hypothesis, this course tries to outline a possible history of
the philosophy of human sciences reconstructing the semantic evolution of some of its key concepts (freedom/equality/autonomy,
community/society, rational/irrational, disenchantment, alienation, reification, engagement, objectivity, and so on), denoting each
one of them a fundamental aspect of the unfurling of the logic of modernity.
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Other infos : /

Cycle and year of

study :

> Master [120] in Ethics
> Master [120] in Philosophy
> Certificat universitaire en philosophie (approfondissement)
> Master [60] in Philosophy

Faculty or entity in

charge:

EFIL

http://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2014/en-prog-2014-ethi2m
http://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2014/en-prog-2014-filo2m
http://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2014/en-prog-2014-fila9ce
http://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2014/en-prog-2014-filo2m1

