
GERM2342 Questions spéciales de littérature anglaise: le théâtre contemporain en Angleterre
et aux Etats-Unis

[30h] 4 credits

This two-yearly course is taught in 2006-2007, 2008-2009,...
This course is not taught in 2004-2005
This course is taught in the 1st and 2nd semester
Language: english
Level: 2nd cycle course

Aims

: In-depth study of contemporary theatre in Britain and the United States. The main objective is to initiate the students to
contemporary theatrical language (including new techniques, and television and cinema adaptations) through the study of plays
representative of the main trends and playwrights from the 1950s to the present day.

Main themes

Starting with the revolution caused in the 1950s by the the "Angry Young Men," an analysis of the language of contemporary
playwrights, focusing in particular on the innovative, indeed experimental, nature of theatrical production from the 1960s to
the present day. The course will be based on the study of the texts of the plays, as well as on audio-visual documents, which
will enable students to examine specific aspects regarding the use of (new) directing techniques.

Content and teaching methods

After a brief historical introduction, the course, taught in English, will highlight three of the most representative aspects of
British and American contemporary theatre : roots in tradition, social activism, commercialism. The course will examine the
influence of theatrical tradition on the plays studied, as well as their reflection of contemporary British and American societies.
As theatre is first and foremost a scenic art form, the course will also stress the performance aspect of the said works. It will
furthermore be illustrated by audio-visual or other materials and by extensive as well as intensive class readings.

Other information (prerequisite, evaluation (assessment methods), course materials recommended readings,
...)

Prerequisites : Good knowledge of spoken and written English. The students must come prepared to class and read the texts of
the plays ahead of their discussion in the class-room.
Assessment : written examination, two hours, five semi-open questions connecting aspects of the course and of the reading list.
Supporting Material : the texts (six plays, i.e., three British, three American) and audio-visual documents.
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Other credits in programs

GERM21 Première licence en langues et littératures germaniques (4 credits)
GERM21/BD Première licence en langues et littératures germaniques

(Anglais et Allemand)
(4 credits)

GERM21/BN Première licence en langues et littératures germaniques
(Anglais et Néerlandais)

(4 credits)

GERM21/DB Première licence en langues et littératures germaniques
(Allemand et Anglais)

(4 credits)

GERM21/NB Première licence en langues et littératures germaniques
(Néerlandais et Anglais)

(4 credits)

GERM22 Deuxième licence en langues et littératures germaniques (4 credits)
GERM22/BD Deuxième licence en langues et littératures germaniques

(Anglais et Allemand)
GERM22/BN Deuxième licence en langues et littératures germaniques

(Anglais et Néerlandais)
GERM22/DB Deuxième licence en langues et littératures germaniques

(Allemand et Anglais)
GERM22/NB Deuxième licence en langues et littératures germaniques

(Néerlandais et Anglais)
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