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EASTER SCHOOL

Learner Corpus Research: Theory and Applications

3-7 April 2006

Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium

Organised by the 

Centre for English Corpus Linguistics
University of Louvain

Course description

Learner corpora are electronic collections of texts produced by foreign/second language learners. This new resource has a lot to offer both to theoreticians interested in the process of second language acquisition and to practitioners keen to produce more efficient teaching and learning tools and classroom methodologies.  

Interest in this new resource is growing fast and a great many learner corpora are being collected and analysed internationally by academics and publishers. While researchers can rely to a large extent on the methods and tools developed by corpus linguists working on native data, they need to be aware that learner corpora are special corpora, which differ in significant ways from native corpora and therefore call for their own methods of analysis and software tools. 

The aim of the Easter school is to introduce learner corpus research through a series of lectures, workshops and hands-on sessions. It is intended both for researchers who have recently embarked on a learner corpus project and those who simply want to know more about this new field of research. 

Course Director: Professor Sylviane Granger, Director of the Centre for English Corpus Linguistics 

Lecturers: Sylviane Granger,  Fanny Meunier, Gaëtanelle Gilquin

The three lecturers are attached to the Centre for English Corpus Linguistics at the University of Louvain which coordinates two international learner corpus projects: the International Corpus of Learner English and the Louvain International Database of Spoken English Interlanguage. 

Language of instruction: English

Number of participants: c. 25

Venue: University of Louvain, Louvain-la-Neuve (30 km south of Brussels, direct train connection) 

http://www.uclouvain.be/ (French version)

http://www.ucl.ac.be/en/intro.html (English version)

Topics covered in the lectures

· Learner corpus collection (written and spoken data): corpus design criteria and markup

· Learner corpus annotation (POS-tagging and error tagging)

· Computer-aided analysis of lexis, grammar and discourse

· Learner corpora and Second Language Acquisition research

· Pedagogical applications of learner corpora (dictionaries, teaching materials, CALL programs, testing)

Parallel workshops

To be determined in function of participants’ interests. Suggested topics: 

· Automated extraction and analysis of phraseological units

· Relevance of corpus-based contrastive studies for learner corpus research

· PERL programming

Hands-on in computer lab 

· International Corpus of Learner English CD-ROM (S. Granger, E. Dagneaux & F. Meunier [eds] 2002)

· University of Louvain Error Editor

· Text retrieval software programs (concordancers)

Colloquium

On the first day of the Easter school, there will be a learner corpus colloquium where all the participants will have the opportunity to give a brief presentation of their (planned or finished) research. 

Schedule

9.15 am – 12.15 pm

1.30 pm – 4.30 pm

Enrolment fee

700 Euro. Reduced price for full-time students (upon presentation of official documentary evidence): 500 Euro. 

The enrolment fee includes tuition, morning and afternoon refreshments and a course dinner. It does not include insurance. Participants are responsible for their own insurance.

To confirm your place, a non-refundable deposit of 75 Euro is required. The deadline for receipt of the deposit is 31 January 2006. If you are eligible for the student rate, please send documentary evidence of student status by the same date. The balance (i.e. 625 Euro, or 425 Euro for students) is due by 28 February 2006. If the outstanding amount is not received by this date, your registration will lapse. 

Two methods of payment are available: credit card payment and bank transfer.

Accommodation

A number of rooms have been pre-booked at the university guesthouse The Relais (http://www.relais.ucl.ac.be/eng/accueil.html). Upon receipt of your registration form and upon notification of acceptance, a booking form will be sent to you. Alternatively, you can book a room at the Mercure, which is a 15-minute walk from the venue (http://www.mercure.com/mercure/fichehotel/gb/mer/2200/fiche_hotel.shtml). Note that no rooms have been pre-booked at the Mercure. 

Meals

Lunch and dinner can be taken at the many snack bars and restaurants on campus. 
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