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Seminar on philosophical texts by
modern authors

3.0 credits 30.0 h 2q

Teacher(s) : Gérard Gilbert ; Maesschalck Marc ;

Language : Français

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Inline resources:
/

Prerequisites : Course on the History of Modern Philosophy.

Main themes : To introduce the student to the critical reading of the key texts of Modern philosophy.

Aims : By the end of the course, the student shall be able to comment on, analyze, and interpret one or more of the relevant texts of Modern
philosophy in a critical manner. The student shall likewise be able to situate the text(s) in the larger context of Modern philosophy.
The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods : The student is expected to present a written work of ten pages taking bearing from the reading of proposed commentary in the
reading file. He/she should attached, one page of lecture report on the compulsory texts. Having sent this work by mail, the student
will in return receive a question on the sent work which he or she has to prepare in readiness for the oral examination.
Presentation of the question during the oral exam takes the duration of fifteen minutes.
The written work can be done in French, English, Spanish, or German, in agreement with the Professor.

Content : The course will focus on the quintuple synthesis of the philosophy of Fichte as it is presented in the text on L´esprit et la lettre en
philosophy(Über Geist und Buchstab in der Philosophie) of 1798 and its canonic form in the Answeisung of 1805. This construction
of the quintuple synthesis will be analyzed in its theoretical (Wissenschaftslehre) and practical scope (especially, from the point of
view of human action in history and the question of genius). The theme of the birth of the Treiblehre as form of psychic causality
will be privileged.
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Compulsory Reading
The reference text of Fichte and a commentary provided in the lecture file

Other infos : /

Cycle and year of

study :

> Preparatory year for Master in Ethics
> Preparatory Year for Master in Philosophy
> Certificat universitaire en philosophie (approfondissement)
> Bachelor in Philosophy

Faculty or entity in

charge:

EFIL
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